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Congratulations from the Chancellor 

KATHERINE S. ANKERSON 

Graduates of the Class of August 2026, congratulations on this 
extraordinary achievement. Today, our entire Husker community 
joins your loved ones in celebrating the hard work, resilience, and 
purpose that brought you to this moment. We are so very proud of 
you. 

You are the latest chapter in the University of Nebraska–Lincoln’s 
living legacy of inspiring and equipping learners, leaders, and 
scholars who change the world. Through your time here, you 
have cultivated the curiosity, courage, and expertise to meet the 
challenges ahead. It is our privilege to call you Husker alumni. 

Behind every graduate is a community of loved ones, mentors, and 
supporters who believe in you. To everyone in the audience—you 
are part of our Nebraska family, and this celebration belongs to 
you as well. 

Savor your achievement and go forward with the belief that your 
work matters and that you have the ability to impact the world for 
the better. Nebraska will always be part of your story, and you will 
always be part of ours. 

Lead boldly, courageously, and with purpose greater than yourself. 

Go Big Red! 

Katherine S. Ankerson, MS.Arch 
Interim Chancellor, University of Nebraska–Lincoln 

Katherine Ankerson currently serves as interim chancellor of the 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln. She previously served as UNL’s 
executive vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean of the College 
of Architecture. An architect and designer by training, Ankerson 
earned a Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Architecture, and a 
master’s degree from Washington State University. 
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All-University Commencement 
Saturday, August 15, 2026   9:00 a.m.
THE COMMENCEMENT PROCESSION 
WELCOME
Katherine S. Ankerson, MS.Arch., Interim Chancellor, 

University of Nebraska–Lincoln 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
Jamie Reimer Seaman, D.M.A., Associate Professor of 

Music, Glenn Korff School of Music 

INTRODUCTIONS
Interim Chancellor Ankerson 

PRESIDENT GREETING
Jeffrey P. Gold, M.D., President, University of Nebraska 

GREETINGS
Jerri Harner, M.B.A., President, Staff Senate 
Swarnima Kain, M.A., President, Graduate Student 

Assembly 
Kurt Schneider, President, Association of Students of  

the University of Nebraska; Student Regent 
Richard Leiter, Ph.D., President, Faculty Senate 

ROTC RECOGNITION AND OATH 
Lt. Col. Jena Gartland, U.S. Air Force ROTC 

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

“The Art of Having Lived: Simple Lessons for Global Impact” 
Susan M. Sheridan, Ph.D. 

George Holmes University Professor of Educational 
Psychology; Director Emeritus, Nebraska Center for 
Research on Children, Youth, Families and Schools 

CONFERRING OF DEGREES AND PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS
Doctoral Degrees 
Educational Specialist 
Masters Degrees 
Baccalaureate Degrees 

ALUMNI CONGRATULATIONS 
Shelley Zaborowski, M.Ed., Executive Director,  

Nebraska Alumni Association 

TURNING OF TASSELS
Interim Chancellor Ankerson 

RECESSIONAL

Note to Guests: The audience will remain seated for both the Processional and Recessional and will rise, if able, for the National Anthem. Only official 
photographers are permitted in the area between the stage and the graduating class. The program lists all persons who were 2026 candidates for 
degrees as of August 7, 2026, and who have not requested exclusion from publication. 

Today’s Music Provided by:
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA FACULTY BRASS AND PERCUSSION: Tom Kelly, Deb Bouffard, Alan Mattingly, Scott Anderson, Carson McTeer, Anthony Falcone,  
with organist Johnathan Ross
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Commencement Speaker 

Dr. Susan Sheridan is George Holmes University Professor of 
Educational Psychology at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln, 
and the founding director of the Nebraska Center for Research 
on Children, Youth, Families and Schools—an interdisciplinary 
research center on the UNL campus that recently celebrated 
its 20th anniversary. Dr. Sheridan is known nationally and 
internationally as a leading school psychologist and intervention 
scientist whose research expertise includes family engagement 
and partnerships, social and behavioral supports for young 
children, early childhood education and development, and rural 
education. She has dedicated her career to designing, testing, and 
scaling strengths-based interventions for children and families. 
Across her close to 40-year career, Dr. Sheridan’s research has 
been generously funded by the National Institutes of Health, 
National Science Foundation, Institute of Educational Sciences, 
foundations, state and local agencies, and internal sources; in 
all, she has secured more than $75 million in research funding. 
She has authored 20 books, 140 journal articles, 80 book chapters, 
and hundreds of conference presentations. Over the course of her 
career, she received both the Lightner Witmer Early Career Award 
and the Senior Scientist Award from the American Psychological 
Association, the National Association of School Psychologists’ 
Presidential Award, numerous research awards for her national 
and international work, the University of Nebraska Outstanding 
Research and Creative Activity award, the UNL post-doctoral 
mentor award, and two alumnus awards from the University of 
Wisconsin. She is past president of the Society for the Study of 
School Psychology and past Editor of School Psychology Review. 
In the spring of 2024, she was elected into the prestigious National 
Academy of Education based on her outstanding and impactful 
education-related research. In addition to her scholarly pursuits, 
Dr. Sheridan founded a nonprofit organization known as Elevating 
Haitian Education, where she is providing financial support to 
help children in Haiti attend and complete school. Last July, she 
completed her goal to run a marathon in each of the 50 U.S. states 
to run “50 states for 50 kids” in Haiti. 

SUSAN M. SHERIDAN, PH.D.
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Honorary Degree Recipient 

Citation: In recognition of her pioneering 
studies and authorship in American Folklore 
and linguistic study of American English; 
in honor of her academic and athletic 
achievements which brought attention to 
Nebraska on a national and international 
scale; in gratitude of lifelong service to her 
alma mater and championing of women’s 
opportunities for educational access and 
global learning, the University of Nebraska– 
Lincoln confers upon Emma Louise Pound a 
Posthumous Honorary Doctor of Education 
degree. 

Doctor of Education 

EMMA LOUISE POUND

Emma Louise Pound graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
1892 and her masters degree in 1895 from the University of 
Nebraska. Unable to find an American University to admit a 
woman for a PhD, she went to the University of Heidelberg, 
earning her doctorate in one year, presenting her dissertation 
in German and graduating magna cum laude in 1900. 

Dr. Pound returned to the University of Nebraska to teach 
English for 50 years. She received national acclaim for 
establishing an entirely new academic field of study — 
American English. 

As one of the first female college professors in the U.S., she 
was a distinguished literary scholar, author and served as the 
first woman president of the Modern Language Association. 

She was one of the first members of Phi Beta Kappa at 
Nebraska and in 1905 founded the Black Masque honor 
society, now known as Mortar Board. 

Seventy years before Title IX, she was an accomplished 
athlete who fought on behalf of women to play competitive 
intercollegiate sports. She was a championship athlete 
who represented the University of Nebraska, the city of 
Lincoln, and the State of Nebraska in tennis, golf, cycling and 
basketball. In 1894, she earned a Nebraska mens varsity letter 
in tennis. 

Pound helped organize, then play, coach, and manage the 
Nebraska women’s basketball team which started in 1896…an 
intercollegiate championship team for ten years. 

She was an award-winning bicyclist earning medals for 
cycling 100 miles in 12 hours and 5,000 miles in a year… 
in a skirt and over dirt roads. She won the Lincoln city golf 
championship for 26 straight years. She was the first woman 
inducted into the Nebraska Sports Hall of Fame in 1955. 

Dr. Pound was also a dedicated advocate of opportunities 
for women, especially their education and professional 
advancement. 
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Commencement Seating 

ARTS & SCIENCES 

STAGE 

DOCTORAL

FACULTY 

EDUCATION & HUMAN 
SCIENCES 

FACULTY  
BRASS  &  

PERCUSSION
&  ORGAN 

JOURNALISM  &  
MASS  COMMUNICATIONS

BUSINESS

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES & 
NATURAL RESOURCES

ENGINEERING 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS  &  
COMMUNITY  SERVICE

MASTERS

 Handicap seating for guests is available in sections 106, 107, 110, 112, 114, 117 and 118  
on the main concourse level of the Pinnacle Bank Arena.

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST

FINE & PERFORMING ARTS 
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University Administration 
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA BOARD OF REGENTS 
Paul R. Kenney, B.S., Chair 
Timothy F. Clare, J.D. 
Joel Makovicka, D.P.T. 
Robert M. Schafer, J.D. 
James D. Scheer, B.S. 
Jack Stark, Ph.D. 
Barbara E. Weitz, M.P.A., M.S.W. 
Kathy F. Wilmot, B.S. 
Allison “Allie” Daro, University of Nebraska Medical 

Center 
Paige Oltmans, University of Nebraska at Kearney 
Aditi Rai, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Kurt Schneider, University of Nebraska–Lincoln 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATION 
Jeffrey P. Gold, M.D., President 
Anne Barnes, M.B.A., Senior Vice President and Chief 

Financial Officer 
Bret R. Blackman, M.A., Vice President for Information 

Technology 
Bren Chambers, J.D., Vice President and General 

Counsel 
Tiffany M. Heng-Moss, Ph.D., Vice President for 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, and Vice 
Chancellor for the Institute of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources 

Katie Hoffman, J.D., Vice President and Corporation 
Secretary 

David S. Jackson, Ph.D., Executive Vice President and 
Provost 

Christopher J. Kratochvil, M.D., Vice President for 
External Relations 

Katherine S. Ankerson, M.Arch., Interim Chancellor, 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln 

Neal Schnoor, Ph.D., Chancellor, University of Nebraska 
Kearney 

H. Dele Davies, M.D., M.S., MHCM, Chancellor, 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 

Joanne Li, Ph.D., C.F.A., Chancellor, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA–LINCOLN ADMINISTRATION 
Katherine S. Ankerson, MS.Arch., Interim Chancellor 
Anne Barnes, M.B.A., Vice Chancellor for Business and 

Finance 
Dee Dee Anderson, Ed.D., Vice Chancellor for Student Life 
Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D., Associate Vice President 

of Government Relations and Interim Vice Chancellor 
for External Relations 

Mark E. Button, Ph.D., Executive Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs 

Jordan P. Gonzales, M.A., Chief of Staff to the Chancellor 
Richard A. Haugerud, M.B.A., Assistant Vice President, 

IT Security Services and Chief Information Officer 
Tiffany M. Heng-Moss, Ph.D., Vice President for 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, and Vice Chancellor 
for the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Jennifer Mize Nelson, Ph.D., Vice Chancellor for 
Research and Innovation 

Marc Pearce, Ph.D., J.D., Associate to the Chancellor for 
Institutional Equity and Compliance 

Jon C. Watts, M.A., Interim Senior Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Business and Finance 

Shelley M. Zaborowski, M.Ed., Executive Director of 
Nebraska Alumni Association 
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UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA FOUNDATION 

Brian F. Hastings, President and Chief Executive Officer 

UNIVERSITY DEANS 
Gaylene S. Armstrong, Ph.D., Dean of the College of 

Public Affairs and Community Service (UNO) 
Tala Awada, Ph.D., Interim Dean and Director of the 

Agricultural Research Division 
Andrew Belser, M.A., M.F.A., Dean of the Hixson-Lied 

College of Fine and Performing Arts 
Thomas E. Burkey, Ph.D., Interim Dean of the College of 

Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
Patrick Dussault, Ph.D., Interim Dean of the College of 

Arts and Sciences 
Kathy A. Farrell, Ph.D., Dean of the College of Business 
Amy M. Goodburn, Ph.D., Senior Associate Vice 

Chancellor and Dean of Undergraduate Education 
Debra Hope, Ph.D., Associate Vice Chancellor and Dean 

of Graduate Education 
Liz Lorang, Ph.D., Dean of University Libraries 
Michael J. Merten, Ph.D., Interim Dean of the College of 

Education and Human Sciences 
Richard E. Moberly, J.D., Dean of the College of Law 
Lance C. Pérez, Ph.D., FASEE, Fred Hunzeker Dean of the 

College of Engineering 
Charles L. Stoltenow, D.V.M., DACVPM, Dean and 

Director of Nebraska Extension 
Kevin G. Van Den Wymelenberg, Ph.D., Dean of the 

College of Architecture 
Adam Wagler, Ph.D., Interim Dean of the College of 

Journalism and Mass Communications 

STAFF SENATE PRESIDENT 
Jerri Harner, M.B.A., Program Coordinator, Department 

of Human Resources 

FACULTY SENATE PRESIDENT 
Richard A. Leiter, J.D., M.L.I.S., Professor, College of Law 

ASSOCIATION OF STUDENTS OF THE  
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA (ASUN) 
Kurt Schneider, Student Regent 

GRADUATE STUDENT ASSEMBLY (GSA) PRESIDENT 
Swarnima Kain, M.A., International Student and  

Scholar Office 

UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT & RECOGNITION COMMITTEE 
Vanessa B. Gorman, Ph.D., College of Arts and  

Sciences, Chair 
Timothy Alo, Graduate Student Assembly Representative 
Scott L. Anderson, D.M.A., Hixson-Lied College of Fine 

and Performing Arts 
Jena Asgarpoor, Ph.D., College of Engineering 
Steven R. Booton, M.A., Office of the University Registrar 
Tamy Burnett, Ph.D., University Honors Program 
Lisa A. Cordonier, Office of Graduate Studies 
Taylor M. DeMaro, B.J., University Communication 
Terri A. Eastin, Office of Graduate Studies 
Scott M. Fuess, Jr., Ph.D., College of Business 
Jordan P. Gonzales, M.A., Office of the Chancellor 
Robert J. Gorman, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Kimberly Kraska, M.Litt., Office of the University 

Registrar 
Scott E. Krienert, M.A., Office of the University Registrar 
Gail A. Meyer, M.S., Office of the University Registrar 
Josh Overrocker, Ed.D., Student Life 
Corrie J. Svehla, B.A., Information Technology Services 
Ann M. Tschetter, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Kara Viesca, Ph.D., College of Education and Human 

Sciences 
Annette M. Wetzel, M.A., Office of the Chancellor 
Shelley Zaborowski, M.Ed., Nebraska Alumni 

Association 
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THE UNIVERSITY MARSHAL CORPS 

HEAD MARSHAL 
Robert Gorman, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 

HEAD MARSHALS EMERITI 
Patrice M. Berger, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Roger W. Mandigo, Ph.D., College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources 

ASSOCIATE HEAD MARSHALS 
Scott M. Fuess, Jr., Ph.D., College of Business 
Ann M. Tschetter, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Tamy Burnett, Ph.D., University Honors Program 

ASSISTANT MARSHALS 
Kristian Anderson, B.Journ., College of Journalism and 

Mass Communications 
Nancy Anderson, Ph.D., College of Education and  

Human Sciences 
Mohanish Andurkar, Ph.D., College of Engineering 
Jena Asgarpoor, Ph.D., College of Engineering 
Tammy Beck, Ph.D., College of Business 
Nicole Blackstock, A.A., College of Journalism and Mass 

Communications 
Molly Boyd, M.S., Institute of Agriculture and Natural 

Resources 
Marianna Burks, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
James Checco, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Abigail Cochran, Ph.D., College of Architecture 
Tareq Dahler, Ph.D., College of Engineering 
Hannah Ditmars, Au.D., College of Education and 

Human Sciences 
Thomas Dotzel, Ph.D., College of Business 
Patrick Dussault, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Christian Elowsky, Ph.D., College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources 
Mikil Foss, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Robin Garewal, M.B.A., College of Business 
Vanessa Gorman, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 

Tricia Gray, Ph.D., College of Education and  
Human Sciences 

Haley Hamel, M.B.A., College of Journalism and Mass 
Communications 

Kim Hansen, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Ling Harris, Ph.D., College of Business 
Marybeth Helmink, M.S., College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources 
Soo-Yong Hong, Ph.D., College of Education and  

Human Sciences 
Elina Ibrayeva, Ph.D., College of Business 
Venn Jemkur, M.A., College of Education and Human 

Sciences 
Meg Kester, M.A., College of Agricultural Sciences and 

Natural Resources 
Patty Kuo, Ph.D., College of Education and  

Human Sciences 
Jen Landis, M.F.A., Hixson-Lied College of Fine and  

Performing Arts 
James LeSuer, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Tian Li, Ph.D., College of Architecture 
Joshua Lowe, M.F.A., Hixson-Lied College of Fine and  

Performing Arts 
Lorraine M. Males, Ph.D., College of Education and  

Human Sciences 
Chad Mardesen, M.B.A., College of Business 
Julia McQuillan, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Sue Moore, M.A., Student Affairs 
Martha Morton, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Shane Moser, Ph.D., College of Business 
Majid Nabavi, Ph.D., College of Business 
Yunwoo Nam, Ph.D., College of Architecture 
Siamak Nejati, Ph.D., College of Engineering 
Sue Ellen Pegg, B.S., College of Agricultural Sciences 

and Natural Resources 
Doug Pellatz, M.A., College of Arts and Sciences 
Kenneth Pyle, M.Ed., College of Agricultural Sciences 

and Natural Resources 
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Charles Riedesel, Ph.D., Emeritus, College of 
Engineering 

Mark Riley, Ph.D., College of Engineering 
Mackenzie Savaiano, Ph.D., College of Education and 

Human Sciences 
Rob Simon, M.B.A., College of Business 
Alisa Smith, M.Ed., College of Journalism and Mass 

Communications 
Francisco Souto, M.F.A., Hixson-Lied College of Fine and 

Performing Arts 
Jason Stamm, Ph.D., College of Journalism and Mass 

Communications 
Scott Swenseth, Ph.D., College of Business 
Gautam Takoo, Ph.D., College of Agricultural Sciences 

and Natural Resources 
Susan Vagts, F.S.A., College of Business 
Alexander Vazansky, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Kara Viesca, Ph.D., College of Education and Human 

Sciences 
Jun Wang, Ph.D., College of Engineering 
Biyu Wu, Ph.D., College of Business 
Jing Zhang, Ph.D., College of Agricultural Sciences and 

Natural Resources 

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 
The Commencement Committee thanks the volunteers 
from the American Red Cross for staffing the first aid 
station during the ceremony. 

NEBRASKA ATHLETICS 
The Commencement Committee thanks the staff of 
HuskerVision and Nebraska Athletics. 

NEBRASKA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
The Commencement Committee thanks the staff of the 
Nebraska Alumni Association and their volunteers for 
assisting with the commencement ceremony. 
 For information on joining the Nebraska Alumni 
Association, go to www.huskeralum.org. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Photographs of each student receiving their diploma will 
be available to view and order within one week after the 
ceremony. To order, go to  www.gradimages.com. 
 For additional help, call Grad Images Customer 
Service Department at 800-261-2576 or email giservice@ 
gradimages.net. 

https://gradimages.net
https://www.gradimages.com
https://www.huskeralum.org
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Doctoral Degrees 
Graduate College 
All degrees are University of Nebraska Degrees 
Presented by Dean Debra Hope 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

Daniel Tinyogtaa Adama, Sunyani, Ghana; Human 
Sciences—Dissertation: Exploring the Role of Community 
Leaders in Building Community Resilience Against Climate 
Disasters: A Case Study of a Rural, Climate Vulnerable 
Community. Advised by Professor Becky Haddad. 

Alejandra Agosto Maldonado, Arecibo, Puerto Rico; 
Chemistry—Dissertation: Protein Engineering for Bio-
Based Chemical Synthesis and for Biochemical Investigations. 
Advised by Professor Jiantao Guo. 

Shara Akat, Astana, Kazakhstan; Agricultural Economics— 
Dissertation: Two Essays on Drought Effects on Cattle 
Stocking Rates and Index-Based Insurance Design in U.S. 
Rangeland and Livestock Production. Advised by Professors 
Elliott J. Dennis and Taro Mieno. 

Bashar Sameer Sulaiman Al-Nimri, Lincoln; Civil 
Engineering—Dissertation: Piezocone Penetration Test 
PCPT-based Evaluation of Wet-Drained-Fully Softened 
(WDFS) Shear Strength of Soil. Advised by Professor 
Seunghee Kim. 

Arafat Alam, Dhaka, Bangladesh; Civil Engineering— 
Dissertation: Exploring Biomimetic Design Principles in 
Enhancing Mechanical Performance of Cellular Concrete and 
Composite Concrete Systems. Advised by Professor Jiong Hu. 

Zaid Alnimri, Al-huson, Jordan; Civil Engineering— 
Dissertation: Scour Detection and Regionalization Using 
Superstructure Data. Advised by Professor Daniel Linzell. 

Precious Nneka Amori, Mosogar, Nigeria; Biological 
Engineering—Dissertation: Hybrid Mechanistic-Machine 
Learning Frameworks for Adaptive Water and Nitrogen 
Management in Grain Crop Systems. Advised by Professor 
Derek Heeren. 

Ernest S. Atsrim, Kpedze, Ghana; Chemistry—Dissertation: 
Structural and Biophysical Characterization of RNA-Binding 
Proteins Involved in Transcription Regulation. Advised by 
Professor Catherine D. Eichhorn. 

Abdelrahman Mufeed Abdallah Awawdeh, Amman, Jordan; 
Engineering—Dissertation: Thermal Considerations 
of Precast Concrete Insulated Wall Panels. Advised by 
Professor Marc Maguire. 

Amlan Balabantaray, Jajpur Road, India; Biological 
Engineering—Dissertation: AI-Enabled Robotics Systems for 
Integrated Weed Management of Palmer Amaranth. Advised 
by Professor Santosh Pitla. 

Francis Patrick Biagioli, Allendale, NJ; Biological Sciences— 
Dissertation: Mechanisms of Predator Regulation in Ecological 
Communities. Advised by Professor John P. DeLong. 

Lillian Lucy Bopp, Greenwich, CT; Psychology—Dissertation: 
In-Person and Technology-Facilitated Sexual Violence 
Perpetration: Nature, Prevalence, Overlap, and Predictors. 
Advised by Professor Mario Scalora. 

Heather C. Bouchard, West Brookfield, MA; Psychology— 
Dissertation: Variability in Women’s Concussion Outcomes: 
Mechanistic Insights from Hormones, Functional Brain 
Networks, and Bias in Healthcare. Advised by Professor 
Tierney Lorenz. 

Elizabeth Sarah Brower-Jeffries, Elkhorn; Educational 
Psychology—Dissertation: Conjoint Behavioral Consultation: 
A Latent Profile Analysis of Teachers' Perceptions of Student 
Functioning. Advised by Professor Matthew Gormley. 

Caroliena Erracho Cabada, Waukegan, IL; English— 
Dissertation: Intimate Industries. Advised by Professor  
Joy Castro. 

Catherine Huang Chan, Lincoln; Natural Resource 
Sciences—Dissertation: Interacting Effects of Landscape 
and Management on Spectral Patterns of Biodiversity in the 
Nebraska Sandhills. Advised by Professors John A. Gamon 
and Daniel R. Uden. 

Olivia Rose Checkalski, Appleton, WI; Psychology— 
Dissertation: Objectification of Trans Women in Online 
Dating. Advised by Professor Sarah J. Gervais. 

Haley Rae Church, Wadsworth, IL; Psychology— 
Dissertation: Evaluating the Rise In-Prison Program: 
Psychosocial Change and the Role of Posttraumatic Stress. 
Advised by Professor David DiLillo. 

Adam Christopher Cotton, Durham, NC; Psychology— 
Dissertation: Echo Chambers of Extremist Ideological 
Attitudes: The Relationship Between Social Media 
Engagement, Ideological Beliefs, and Targeted Violence. 
Advised by Professor Mario Scalora. 
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Shelley Annette Curry, Kennard, TX; Animal Science— 
Dissertation: Targeting Heat Stress-Induced Inflammation to 
Improve Health, Performance, and Metabolism in Livestock. 
Advised by Professor Dustin Yates. 

Parthasarathi Das, Lincoln; Chemistry—Dissertation: 
Expanding the Chemical Repertoire of Proteins by Using 
Noncanonical Amino Acids. Advised by Professor  
Jiantao Guo. 

Jensina Monique Davis, Brookings, SD; Complex Biosystems— 
Dissertation: Phenotyping Approaches for Dissecting the 
genetic Architecture of Canopy Architecture, Yield Plasticity, 
and Disease Responses of Maize and Sorghum Across 
Environments. Advised by Professor James Schnable. 

Sunil Dhapola, Secunderabad, India; Engineering— 
Dissertation: Non-Equilibrium Phase Formations in 
Multicomponent Finite Sized Systems. Advised by Professor 
Jeffrey Shield. 

Alex Sidney Diede, Spearfish, SD; Psychology—Dissertation: 
The Relationships Between Perceived Quality of Sexual 
Educational Experiences from Multiple Sources an Sexual 
Wellbeing Outcomes in a Sample of U.S. College Women. 
Advised by Professor Kathryn Holland. 

Michael Atuahene Djan, Accra, Ghana; Geography— 
Dissertation: Understanding Food Insecurity Among College 
Students in Four-Year Higher Education Institutions in 
Nebraska: A Mixed Methods Research. Advised by Professor 
Emira Ibrahimpasic. 

Vanessa Dominguez Gallardo, Pompano Beach, FL; 
Psychology—Dissertation: Parados en el vacio: Exploring 
Community Health Workers’ Experiences with Mental Health 
in Latine Communities. Advised by Professor Arthur 
“Trey” Andrews III. 

Zina Ayman Saleh Ebrahim, Amman,  Jordan; Engineering— 
Dissertation: Investigating Properties and Structural 
Performance of Hemp-based Masonry Units. Advised by 
Professor Marc Maguire. 

Madison Elle Edwards, Omaha; Psychology—Dissertation: 
The Process of Alcohol-Involved Sexual Assault Disclosure: 
Examining Disclosure Content and Reactions from Informal 
Supports. Advised by Professor David DiLillo. 

Daniel Euresti, Jr., Brownsville, TX; Engineering— 
Dissertation: Plastic Rebar Caps: A Mixed Methods Analysis 
of Impact Impalement Drop Testing. Advised by Professor 
Terry Stentz. 

Brandon Mathew Fogel, Indianapolis, IN; Business— 
Dissertation: It Takes Two to Tango: Exploring Engagement 
Contagion Through Shared Reality. Advised by Professor 
Amy Bartels. 

Tianyu Gao, De Zhou, China; Chemistry—Dissertation: 
Engineering Genetic Code Expansion Systems for the 
Incorporation and Biosynthesis of Noncanonical Amino 
Acids. Advised by Professor Jiantao Guo. 

Anupam Ghosh, Lincoln; Economics—Dissertation: Three 
Essays on Economics of Natural Disasters. Advised by 
Professor Daniel Tannenbaum. 

Debora Gomes de Sousa, Goiania, Brazil; Animal Science— 
Dissertation: Ethanol Co-Product Feeding Strategies for 
Finishing Cattle: Effects on Feedlot Performance. Advised by 
Professor James C. MacDonald. 

Jordan Philip Gonzales, Omaha; Educational Studies— 
Dissertation: The Influence of Search Committee Members on 
Racial Equity During the Early Stages of a College Presidential 
Search Process. Advised by Professor Elizabeth Niehaus. 

Audrey Kathleen Goodnight, Minneapolis, MN; Mathematics— 
Dissertation: Knots from Thompson’s group: Effective 
Computations and Extensions to Knotted Surfaces. Advised by 
Professors Susan Hermiller and Mark Brittenham. 

Paul Charles Grosskopf, Platteville, WI; English— 
Dissertation: Big-Bellying Around: Representations of the 
Fat Cat in American Literature and Culture. Advised by 
Professor Melissa Homestead. 

Rasmus Friis Grydehoej, Marstal, Denmark; Psychology— 
Dissertation: Grievances, Justification of Violence, and 
Aggression: An Exploratory Comparison of Grievance-Fueled 
Targeted Violence Across Community and Higher Education 
Settings. Advised by Professor Mario Scalora. 

Tika Ram Gurung, Taplejung, Nepal; Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences—Dissertation: High-Resolution Modeling of 
Irrigation Impacts on Hydroclimate and Glacier Mass Balance 
in High Mountain Asia. Advised by Professor Liang Chen. 

Farya Haider, Elmhurst, IL; Educational Psychology— 
Dissertation: Self-Determination in Autistic College 
Students: Relations with Autism Social Identity, Internalizing 
Symptoms, and Quality of Life. Advised by Professor 
Matthew Gormley. 

Cash Elliott Hauptmann, Peculiar, MO; Physics and 
Astronomy—Dissertation: Symmetry Breaking Beyond 
the Standard Model: Implications for Particle Physics and 
Cosmology. Advised by Professor Peisi Huang. 
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Adam Joseph Higuet, Kirkland, WA; Physics and Astronomy— 
Dissertation: The Treatment of Continuous Symmetries for 
Discrete Canonical Electrodynamics in Macro-Particle Plasma 
Models. Advised by Professor Brad Shadwick. 

Sara Marie Hopkins, Shawnee, KS; Biological Sciences— 
Dissertation: Role of Temperature, Virulence Factors, and 
Protein Homeostasis in Stenotrophomonas Maltophilia 
Pathogenesis in Caenorhabditis Elegans. Advised by 
Professor Michael Herman. 

Jahid Hossain, Dhaka, Bangladesh; Physics and Astronomy— 
Dissertation: Constraints on Anomalous Higgs Boson 
Couplings in Gluon Fusion Production Using the Diphoton 
Final State in Proton-Proton Collisions at √s = 13 TeV. Advised 
by Professor Ilya Kravchenko. 

Kristen Elizabeth Hunt, Pleasant Garden, NC; Educational 
Psychology—Dissertation: A Phenomenological Exploration 
of Social Support and Help-Seeking Among Latina Women 
Survivors of Domestic Abuse. Advised by Professor Wayne 
Babchuk. 

Harper Renee Jones, Frankfort, KY; Psychology— 
Dissertation: Exploring Contextual Factors Influencing 
Women’s Sex-Linked Substance Use: A Mixed Methods 
Approach. Advised by Professor Tierney Lorenz. 

Kanak Kanti Kar, Dhaka, Bangladesh; Civil Engineering— 
Dissertation: Quantifying the Forms and Driver Functions of 
Drying Characteristics of Non-Perennial Steams. Advised by 
Professor Tithankar Roy. 

Rajesh Keloth, Warangal, India; Chemical and Biomolecular 
Engineering—Dissertation: Design of Ion-Conducting 
Materials for Sustainable Energy Applications. Advised by 
Professor Shudipto Dishari. 

Samantha Ann Kesselring, Spencerport, NY; Psychological 
Studies in Education—Dissertation: Understanding the 
Long-Term Effects of Bullying on Mental Health: Examination 
of LGBTQIA+ - Inclusive School Environments During 
Adolescents. Advised by Professor Susan Swearer. 

Sudha Krishnan, Chennai, India; Engineering—Dissertation: 
A Rapid Screen-Then-Print Framework For Alloy Design in 
LPBF of Nd-Fe-B Magnets via Melt Spinning. Advised by 
Professor Jeffrey Shield. 

Nishant Kumar, Lincoln; Civil Engineering—Dissertation: 
Bridging Extremes: Understanding the Snow’s Dual Role in 
Hydrologic Extremes. Advised by Professor Tirthankar Roy. 

Julia Mary Laing, Northville, MI; Psychology—Dissertation: 
The Impact of Acute Moderate-Intensity Exercise on 
Regulation of Food Cues in the Brain: an fNIRS Study. 
Advised by Professor Douglas Schultz. 

Eunhong Lee, Seoul, Republic of Korea; Philosophy— 
Dissertation: Beyond Fittingness: A Pragmatic Defense of 
Emotional Rationality. Advised by Professor John Brunero. 

Jose Daniel Lino Plata, Ahigal, Spain; Modern Languages and 
Literatures—Dissertation: De la asimilación a la resistencia: 
subjetividades queer en la cultura española contemporánea. 
Advised by Professor Iker González-Allende. 

Joshua Loecker, Mitchell, SD; Biochemistry—Dissertation: 
An Integrated, Reproducible Ecosystem for RNA-seq-Driven 
Genome-Scale Metabolic Modeling of Immune Cells. Advised 
by Professor Tomas Helikar. 

Sam Macdonald, Austin, TX; Mathematics—Dissertation: 
Daily (Dis)Affirmations: Equity Gaps and Identity Shifts in 
Undergraduate Calculus Courses. Advised by Professor 
Yvonne Lai. 

Sunayana Malla, Tulsipur, Nepal; Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering—Dissertation: Exploring 
Immunometabolism: The Role of Metabolism in Immune 
Responses from Systems Biology Perspective. Advised by 
Professor Rajib Saha. 

Gina Cecilia May, Pacifica, CA; Psychology—Dissertation: 
Mixed Methods Exploration of Caregiver and Family 
Needs and Well-Being Following Child Sexual Abuse: 
Recommendations for Professionals. Advised by Professor 
David J. Hansen. 

John Nkrumah Mensah, Ajumako, Ghana; Biological 
Sciences—Dissertation: Effects of Weather Variables and 
Insect Herbivory as Drivers of Native Plant Population 
Dynamics: Evidence from Long-term Demographic 
Monitoring. Advised by Professor Brigitte Tenhumberg. 

Christopher James Mihal, Brooklyn, NY; Political Science— 
Dissertation: Sheathing the Swords of Armageddon? The 
TPNW and Arms Control. Advised by Professor Ross Miller. 

Yuhao Mu, Toronto, Canada; Mathematics—Dissertation: 
Operator Theoretic Methods for Coupled PDEs in General 
Geometries. Advised by Professor George Avalos. 

Mikkel Munkholm, Ugerloese, Denmark; Mathematics— 
Dissertation: Contributions to the classification of simple 
nuclear Z-stable C*-algebras and their amenable actions. 
Advised by Professor Christopher Schafhauser. 

Jennifer Okoliko, Kano, Nigeria; Human Sciences— 
Dissertation: Impact of Cross-Cultural Connections 
on Leadership Identity Development: From Entry to 
Embodiment. Advised by Professor Lindsay Hastings. 
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Mohammad Okour, Irbid, Jordan; Mechanical Engineering 
and Applied Mechanics—Dissertation: Computing with 
Physics: MEMS-based Analog and Reservoir for Intelligent 
Computing. Advised by Professor Fadi Alsaleem. 

Dolores Guadalupe Ortega, Norwalk, CA; Human Sciences— 
Dissertation: Effects of Anchor Scheme on Torque and 
Neuromuscular Reponses During and Following Fatiguing 
Isokinetic Forearm Flexion Tasks from High-Density 
Electromyography and Wavelet Analysis. Advised by Terry 
J. Housh. 

Kang Il Park, Fairbury; Computer Science—Dissertation: 
Assessing Program Comprehension and Emotional State 
Using Biometrics. Advised by Bonita Sharif. 

Taylor Ward Paskett, Salt Lake City, UT; Business— 
Dissertation: Anchored Expectations: Reference Dependence in 
Analyst Tax Forecasts. Advised by Professor Thomas Kubick. 

John Brennan Peace, Grand Island; Electrical Engineering— 
Dissertation: Robust Recognition through Geometric and 
Semantic Structure. Advised by Professor Benjamin S. 
Riggan. 

Alyse Pflanz, Kearney; Educational Studies—Dissertation: 
Exploring Teacher Preparation and Experiences in 
Implementing a State-Mandated Personal Finance Course. 
Advised by Professor Elaine Chan. 

Eric Michael Phillips, Davis, CA; Psychology—Dissertation: 
Neurocognitive Mechanics Linking Early Parent-Child 
Relationship Quality to Transdiagnostic Psychopathology at 
School Age. Advised by Professor Rebecca Brock. 

Katherine Thomsen Pierson, Lincoln; English—Dissertation: 
Aspiring. Advised by Professor Joy Castro. 

Michaela Elaine Pierson, Harristown, IL; Educational 
Psychology—Dissertation: Navigating Queer Identities in 
Rural Communities: The Role of Social Support in Shaping 
LGBQ+ Adolescents’ Identity Development. Advised by 
Professor Susan Swearer. 

Maciej Piwowarczyk, Willow Springs, IL; Mathematics— 
Dissertation: Theory and Graph-Based Constructions of 
DNA Storage Codes and Spatially Coupled Codes. Advised by 
Professor Christine A. Kelley. 

Adrian Merle Ratwatte, Galle, Sri Lanka; Computer 
Engineering—Dissertation: Exploring Gene Regulatory 
Neural Network Biocomputing of Bacteria. Advised by 
Professor Sasitharan Balasubramaniam. 

Jenna P. Ruoss, Wernersville, PA; Natural Resource 
Sciences—Dissertation: The Role of Flow Dynamics on 
Movement and Habit Selection of Pallid Sturgeon in the Lower 
Platte River. Advised by Professor Mark Pegg. 

Nabia Shahreen, Dhaka, Bangladesh; Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering—Dissertation: Systems-Level 
Analysis of Metabolic Adaptation and Resource Allocation 
in Pathogenic Organisms. Advised by Professor Vitali 
Alexandrov. 

Sangwon Shin, Uiseong-gun, Republic of Korea; Computer 
Science—Dissertation: From AI Native Wireless to RF 
Native AI: Modulation and Spectrum Learning with Real and 
Complex Valued Neural Networks. Advised by Professor 
Mehmet Can Vuran. 

Joaquin Siado Castaneda, Palmar de Candelaria, Colombia; 
Physics and Astronomy—Dissertation: Search for Self 
Interacting Dark Matter with the CMS Experiment. Advised 
by Professor Dan Claes. 

Hannah Leigh Smith, Athens, GA; Communication Studies— 
Dissertation: Communication and Prosocialization: 
Understanding the Development of Inclusive Morality. 
Advised by Professor Jordan Soliz. 

Hayley Marie Kay Stahl, Cave City, KY; Communication 
Studies—Dissertation: ‘I Never Really Thought That Would 
Be Something to Talk About with My Doctor’: Integrating 
Theory of Motivated Information Management and Stigma 
Management Communication Theory to Develop a Decision 
Aid Supporting College Students’ Substance Use Disclosure and 
Its Benefits. Advised by Professor Angela Palmer-Wackerly. 

Elijah D. Stowe, Kansas City, MO; Chemistry—Dissertation:  
Description of Cooperative Action of Transition Metals and 
Lewis Acids on Peroxide Degradation and the Degradation 
of Acetone Peroxides and Peroxyacetals by Boronic Acids. 
Advised by Professor Pat Dussault. 

John Edward Stranzl, Jr., Holly Springs, NC; Natural 
Resource Sciences—Dissertation: An End-to-End AI-
Enhanced Computer Vision Platform for Accelerating 
Ecohydrological Research Using Ground-Based Time-Lapse 
Imagery. Advised by Professor Troy E. Gilmore. 

Sofia Raquel Suarez Lorences, Lincoln; Animal Science— 
Dissertation: Effect of Feed Additives on Finishing Cattle 
Performance, Carcass Characteristics, and Liver Abscesses. 
Advised by Professor Galen Erickson. 

Arjun Subedi, Bharatpur, Nepal; Physics and Astronomy— 
Dissertation: Electronic Phase Transition and Spin-Moment 
Canting at Selected Oxide Thin-Film Surfaces and Interfaces. 
Advised by Professor Peter A. Dowben. 

Robert J. Thompson, Lincoln; Mathematics—Dissertation: 
Anti-Ramsey Numbers For Spanning Trees in Random 
Graphs. Advised by Professor Xavier Perez-Gimenez. 
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Casey Nichole Tisdale, Uniontown, OH; Psychology— 
Dissertation: Helping or Hurting?: The Additive Effect 
of Defendant-Specific Empathy and Dehumanization on 
Punishment for Theft. Advised by Professor Ashley Votruba. 

Ana María Tudela Martínez, Madrid, Spain; Modern 
Languages and Literatures—Dissertation: La revolucion de 
las monstruas: poeticas transfeministas en Argentia y Chile 
(1960-2020). Advised by Professors Ingrid Robyn and Luis 
Othoniel Rosa. 

Sarah Elizabeth Ulrichsen, Polebridge, MT; Natural 
Resource Sciences—Dissertation: Patterns of Preference: 
Social and Economics Valuation of Recreational Angling in 
Kansas. Advised by Professor Christopher Chizinski. 

Muhammad Usama, Mansehra, Pakistan; Engineering— 
Dissertation: Toward Trustworthy Finite State Machines: 
A Secure-By-Design Framework with Run-Time Integrity 
Verification. Advised by Professor Muhammad Naveed 
Aman. 

Kathryn Van Etten, Tallahassee, FL; Mathematics— 
Dissertation: Properties of the Automorphism Group of 
Thompson’s Group F and its Orientation Preserving Subgroup. 
Advised by Professor Susan Hermiller. 

Andrew Varsanyi, Calgary, Canada; History—Dissertation: 
Authorized Agent: Alonzo Wardall and the Settler-Colonial 
Backlash on the Middle Border, 1861-1918. Advised by 
Professor Katrina Jagodinsky. 

Yue Wang, Hebei, China; Food Science and Technology— 
Dissertation: A Green Biorefinery Approach for Value-Added 
Processing of Tomato Waste. Advised by Professor Ozan 
Ciftci. 

Melanie Ryann White, Overland Park, KS; Animal Science— 
Dissertation: Dietary Omega-3 Polyunsaturated Fatty Acid 
Intervention Improved Growth and Well-Being of Acute and 
Chronically Heat-Stressed Livestock. Advised by Professor 
Dustin Yates. 

Zachariah J. Wrublewski, Greensboro, NC; Philosophy— 
Dissertation: The Personal Nature of Rationality. Advised 
by Professor John Brunero. 

Yifan Wu, Quzhou, China; Statistics—Dissertation: 
Structured Statistical Learning for Model-Feature Inference, 
Predictive Calibration, and Interpretable Neuroimaging. 
Advised by Professor Souparno Ghosh. 

Mohammad Zaid Zaz, Srinagar, India; Physics and 
Astronomy—Dissertation: Aspects of Symmetry breaking in 
Fe(III) Spin Crossover Molecular Systems Probed by X-ray and 
Electron Spectroscopy. Advised by Professor Peter Dowben. 

Yuanyuan Zhang, Yuyao, China; Physics and Astronomy— 
Dissertation: Ferroelectric Control of Electrical and 
Magnetotransport Properties in Ruddlesden-Popper Iridates. 
Advised by Professor Xia Hong. 

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
Irina Anatolyevna Belikova Erickson, Hastings; Educational 

Administration—Dissertation: Increasing Fifth-Grade 
Students’ Motivation to Read Through the Use of Thematic 
Units. Advised by Professor Sarah Zuckerman. 

Shannon Rochelle Binkley, Lincoln; Educational Studies— 
Dissertation: Artificial Intelligence Scaffolding For Middle 
School Science Literacy: Design-Based Autoethnography. 
Advised by Professor Elaine Chan. 

Kristina Marie Cammarano, Eugene, OR; Educational 
Studies—Dissertation: Exploring Student Affairs Staff Well-
being in the Small College Setting: A Qualitative Case Study. 
Advised by Professor Deryl Hatch-Tocaimaza. 

Shelly Marie Leyden, Falls City; Educational 
Administration—Dissertation: Empowering Educators: 
Enhancing Early Elementary Literacy Instruction with a 
Science of Reading Walkthrough Tool in Rural Nebraska 
Schools. Advised by Professor Sarah Zuckerman. 

Lisa Lenore Waechter-Cass, Hastings; Educational Studies— 
Dissertation: Beyond Borders: Educator Identity Development 
Through Sustained Intercultural Engagement in Rotary Youth 
Exchange. Advised by Professor Stephanie Wessels. 

DOCTOR OF MUSICAL ARTS
Nathan Patrick Bjoin, West Des Moines, IA; Music— 

Dissertation: The Examination of Additional Creative 
Applications to Drum Set Method Books. Advised by 
Professor Emily Salgado. 

Natalie Marie Francel-Stone, Wichita, KS; Music— 
Dissertation: Anyone Can Play: A Recipe for Beginning 
Bassoon Success. Advised by Professor William McMullen. 

Darren Lillard, Kahoka, MO; Music—Dissertation: An 
Analysis of the Programmatic Aspects of Paule Maurice’s 
Tableaux de Provence. Advised by Professor Ora Paul Haar. 
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Specialist Degrees 
Graduate College
All degrees are University of Nebraska Degrees 
Presented by Dean Debra Hope 

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST
Shalena Brown, Roca—Educational Psychology 
Aaron Carrizales, Scottsbluff—Educational Psychology 
Kristin Kay Dobish, Axtell—Educational Psychology 
Michelle L. Figge, Columbus—Educational Psychology 
Halsie Sue Hamilton, Maywood—Educational Psychology 
Hailey Jo Kisner, Hutchinson, KS—Educational Psychology 
Jenna Mae McAfee, Allen—Educational Psychology 
Kaitlyn Danielle Moore, Kearney—Educational Psychology 
Jacqueline Marcile Mraz, Sutherland—Educational 

Psychology 
Annica Jane Pfeiffer, Lincoln—Educational Psychology 
Ashley Lynn Promes, Hartington—Educational Psychology 
Kiowa Dawn Rogers, Scottsbluff—Educational Psychology 
Amy N. Wiese, Friend—Educational Psychology 
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Masters Degrees 
Graduate College
All degrees are University of Nebraska Degrees 
Presented by Dean Debra Hope 

MASTER OF APPLIED SCIENCE
Noah Ripken Knoell, Omaha—Applied Science 
Sakena Liana Massiah, Bridgetown, Barbados—Applied 

Science 
Timothy Okoliko, Kano, Nigeria—Applied Science 
Emily Kristine White, Saint Louis, MO—Applied Science 

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING
Hayden James Chaney, Omaha—Architectural Engineering 

(Omaha Campus) 

MASTER OF ARTS
Haroon Al Hayder, Lincoln—Communication Studies 
Anais Andazola, Grand Island—Educational Administration 
Colleen Elizabeth Arnold, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
Mei Lyn Beiermann, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
Williams Kwabena Boakye, Kumasi, Ghana—Teaching, 

Learning and Teacher Education 
Nolan Timothy Boyd, Omaha—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
John Hunter Bussen, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
Cooper Charles Caskey, Norfolk—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
Mikayla Elizabeth Cruickshank, Lincoln—Educational 

Administration 
Maxwell Michael Curry, Lincoln—Political Science 
Sarah Jane Duralia, Bellevue—Modern Languages and 

Literatures 
Emma Rae Eslinger, Chippewa Falls, WI—Communication 

Studies 
Nora Kay Fitzsimmons, Omaha—Modern Languages and 

Literatures 

Jessica Jo Flint, Arnold—Teaching, Learning and Teacher 
Education 

Yanelli Gissell Guzman, Lincoln—Psychology 
Elia Elizabeth Harper, New Orleans, LA—Educational 

Psychology 
Tiffany Johanson, Lincoln—Journalism and Mass 

Communications 
Skylar Marguerite Jones, Olathe, KS—Teaching, Learning 

and Teacher Education 
Sook Young Jun, Lincoln—Educational Administration 
Brandy Kinnander, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
Ri Rayne Kreiner, Beatrice—Modern Languages and 

Literatures 
Kallie Christopher Larsen, Los Angeles, CA—Educational 

Psychology 
Emilio John Leone, Des Plaines, IL—Sociology 
Bailey Mason, North Platte—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
Zoe Matheson, Papillion—Journalism and Mass 

Communications 
Aubreanna Renae Miller, Milford—Communication Studies 
Hannah Marie Molskness, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
Skylar Mae Murphy, Elkhorn—Educational Psychology 
Lyvia Camrin Osterstock, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
Alexandra Julia Komissarova Richards, Hastings— 

Educational Psychology 
Alexandra Elizabeth Sczech, Sugar Land, TX—Journalism 

and Mass Communications 
Sara Magdalena Simonsen, Lincoln—Educational 

Administration 
Spencer Edward Tessman, Hastings—Modern Languages 

and Literatures 
Abraham Vila, Lugo, Spain—Modern Languages and 

Literatures 
Jenna Kathryn Vinton, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education 
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Franklyn Allen Vogt III, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 
Teacher Education 

Abigail Joy Volkmer, Lincoln—Educational Psychology 
Talisha Yound, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and Teacher 

Education 

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Alexander Barakat, Charlotte, NC—Business 
Danielle Chaney, Gretna—Business 
Joshua Wesley Colcombe, Montclair, VA—Business 
Charles Bryan Davis, Papillion—Business 
Stephanie Ellis, Omaha—Business 
Benjamin Joseph Fierro, Nashville, TN—Business 
Timothy James Francis, Leesburg, VA—Business 
Stephen Howard Hinnerichs, Omaha—Business 
Minji Kang, Elkhorn—Business 
Alexander Lee Maxwell, Tremonton, UT—Business 
Sunil Satish Mehta, Cary, NC—Business 
Amanda Lee Metcalf, Lincoln—Business 
James Marshall Moulton, Maitland, FL—Business 
Passmore Mudundulu, Jr., Kabw, Zambia—Business 
Hannah Elizabeth Rossi, Arvada, CO—Business 
Warren R. Sandoval, Castle Rock, CO—Business 
Lawrence Shawn Stokes, Taylors, SC—Business 
Jesse Fisher Stone, Melbourn, Australia—Business 
James Randall Tharp, Mobile, AL—Business 
Brooke Allison Weesner, Lincoln—Business 

MASTER OF COMMUNITY & REGIONAL PLANNING
Donát Beke, Algyo, Hungary—Community and Regional 

Planning 
Sreemedha Chintamadaka, Omaha—Community and 

Regional Planning 
Anisha Khandokar, Dhaka, Bangladesh—Community and 

Regional Planning 
Gabriel Jean Logan, Kearney—Community and Regional 

Planning 

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Rebecca Jo Bridgewater, Brownville—Special Education 
Jennifer Lou Campbell, Centennial, CO—Special Education 
Heather Lynn Good, Overland Park, KS—Special Education 

Lindsey Kate Jelinek, Atkinson—Special Education 
Victory Cohen Klafter, Lincoln—Special Education 
Liane Joy Maxwell, Rochester Hills, MI—Special Education 
Connie Gale Ortega, Hutchinson, KS—Special Education 
Sophia Lanee Pea, Rapid City, SD—Special Education 
Jennifer Robinson, Olivehurst, CA—Special Education 

MASTER OF ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT
Nicholas Allen Crass, Greenville, WI—Engineering 

Management 
Dillon Lee Feeken, Lincoln—Engineering Management 
Dillon Russell Gushard, Lincoln—Engineering Management 
Osarobo Ikenchukwu Izevbigie, Lincoln—Engineering 

Management 
Aaron Jacob Key, Marlow, OK—Engineering Management 
Michael Anthony Klimek, Paducah, KY—Engineering 

Management 
Trenton August Long, Beatrice—Engineering Management 
Keith Khan Mandachit, Lincoln—Engineering Management 
Andrew Marino, Succasunna, NJ—Engineering Management 
Taher Masalkhi Farchoukh, Beirut, Lebanon—Engineering 

Management 
Pedro Gerardo Ramirez, Van Buren Township, MI— 

Engineering Management 
Megan Rose Raszler, Elkhorn—Engineering Management 
Kael Flynn Stelck, Deary, ID—Engineering Management 
Shazia Syed, Lincoln—Engineering Management 
Courtney Ellen Truly, Abilene, TX—Engineering Management 
Kathryn Renee Viramontes, Sunnyvale, CA—Engineering 

Management 
Kyle Damon Walker II, Lancaster, CA—Engineering 

Management 
Madeline Ruth Wilson, Orange, VA—Engineering Management 

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES
Yanelli Gissell Guzman, Lincoln—Legal Studies 

MASTER OF MUSIC
Casey Jo Allen, Omaha—Music 
Olivia Ruth Anderson, West Fargo, ND—Music 
Kyle Brubaker, Omaha—Music 
Miranda Niemeier Carter, Omaha—Music 
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Samantha Lea Erickson, Fort Calhoun—Music 
Joshua Robert Franklin Harris, Lincoln—Music 
Aaron D. Lawrence, Papillion—Music 
Sashenka O. Smoot, Omaha—Music 

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANCY
Rachel Anderson Grant, Goddard, KS—Accountancy 
Mandi Welch, Lincoln—Accountancy 
Abigail McKenzie Widhalm, Omaha—Accountancy 

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Nitesh Adhikari, Kathmandu, Nepal—Civil Engineering 
Md Abdus Sami Akanda, Madan, Bangladesh—Physics and 

Astronomy 
Kadeja Al-Kanass, Lincoln—Child, Youth and Family Studies 
Arian Alai, Lincoln—Statistics 
Moaz Gamal Mohamed Mohamed Ali, Mansoura, Egypt— 

Physics and Astronomy 
Samiul Alim, Magura, Bangladesh—Chemistry 
Virginia Claire Allen, Omaha—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology 
Nyawa Princella Allieu, Freetown, Sierra Leone— 

Construction Engineering and Management 
Siraj Aryal, Omaha—Construction Engineering and 

Management 
Ranae Louise Aspen, Kearney—Leadership Education 
Rachel Nicole Augustine, Bangalore, India—Nutrition and 

Health Sciences 
Diviner Irimah Mawulengor Baah, Botoku, Ghana—Child, 

Youth and Family Studies 
Eysl Annabel Behk, Round Rock, TX—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Donát Beke, Algyo, Hungary—Civil Engineering 
Kennedy Elayne Bork, Sioux City, IA—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Edson Cosme Casimiro Brás, Lincoln—Telecommunications 

Engineering 
Molly Elizabeth Brown, Elkhorn—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Jamie Buhrman, Lincoln—Child, Youth and Family Studies 
Erin Amber Burke, Lincoln—Biochemistry 
Yogesh Chawla, Karnal, India—Agricultural and Biological 

Systems Engineering 

Allie Ann Christianson, Lake Benton, MN—Speech-
Language Pathology and Audiology 

Thomas Alexander Clement, Huntington, NY—Physics and 
Astronomy 

Jaela Conner, Lincoln—Speech-Language Pathology and 
Audiology 

Emma Mae Craighead, La Porte City, IA—Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology 

Abbey Creglow, Lincoln—Finance 
Robyn M. Dausener, Epworth, IA—Natural Resource Sciences 
Korrina Nicole Davidson, Osceola—Leadership Education 
Maren MacKenzie DeJonge, Humboldt—Leadership 

Education 
Connor Jon Devish, Papillion—Finance 
Vedat Can Dilaver, Istanbul, Turkey—Electrical Engineering 
Sneha Vireshwar Dixit, Udupi District, India—Physics and 

Astronomy 
Andrew W. Dourjalian, Shelby Township, MI—Business 

Analytics 
Lynda Elaine, Dolan Springs, AZ—Entomology 
Mohamed Adel Mahmoud Mostafa Elekhtiar, El-Mahalla 

El-Kubra, Egypt—Physics and Astronomy 
Hallie Jayne Epley, Superior—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology 
Sarah Feuker, Gretna—Speech-Language Pathology and 

Audiology 
Lauren Elizabeth McLane Fisher, Naperville, IL—Child, 

Youth and Family Studies 
Robert Alfredo Garcia, Wood River—Telecommunications 

Engineering 
Riddhimoy Ghosh, Kolkata, India—Statistics 
Chelsea Lea Grafe, Saint Anthony, ID—Textiles, 

Merchandising and Fashion Design 
Nell Andersen Graham, Lincoln—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Mariela Grijalva, Las Cruces, NM—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Corina Grimaldo, Friend—Food Science and Technology 
Jing Guo, Wuhan, China—Physics and Astronomy 
Brooklyn Jade Hytrek, Casper, WY—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Michael Jozef Jardanowski, Hollywood, FL—Supply Chain 

Management 
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Caitlin Elizabeth Jarosz, Lincoln—Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology 

Yidong Jiang, Shenyang, China—Food Science and Technology 
Elizabeth Grace Johns, Orange, TX—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Jackfin K C, Dang, Nepal—Agricultural and Biological 

Systems Engineering 
Anna Jean Keester, Lincoln—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology 
Gaurav Khadka, Chitwan, Nepal—Construction Engineering 

and Management 
Tariq Khan, Omaha—Finance 
Kaylin Riley Kinney, Cedar Rapids, IA—Child, Youth and 

Family Studies 
Spencer Allen Knight, North Liberty, IA—Civil Engineering 
Stephanie Elaine Kozol, Omaha—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies 
Soojung Kwon, Seoul, Republic of Korea—Food Science and 

Technology 
Lindsay Madeline Langford, Papillion—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Jackson Thomas Lederer, Lincoln—Physics and Astronomy 
Emma Grace Lucas, Minnetonka, MN—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Amber Joanna Magallon, Grand Island—Child, Youth and 

Family Studies 
Savannah Isabella Mason, Parker, CO—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Anika Nawar Mayeesha, Dhaka, Bangladesh—Earth and 

Atmospheric Sciences 
Kalynn Rose Meyer, Superior—Agricultural and Biological 

Systems Engineering 
Jannatun Tagrin Mohsina, Dhaka, Bangladesh— 

Construction Engineering and Management 
Cheyenne V. Moore, Papillion—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology 
Kelvin Kagondu Muchiri, Lincoln—Plant Pathology 
San San Myint, Poughkeepsie, NY—Finance 
Isaac Lee Naughtin, Lincoln—Supply Chain Management 
Roberto Lambert Nayituriki, Kibuye, Rwanda—Business 

Analytics 
Farzana Nazneen, Narayanganj, Bangladesh—Chemistry 

Gillian Leeann Nielsen, Honey Creek, IA—Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology 

Anaelle Kervela Nimpa Kamoto, Babadjou, Cameroon— 
Child, Youth and Family Studies 

Joseph Donkor Oboamah, Accra, Ghana—Mechanized 
Systems Management 

Lauren Makenzie Paben, Elkhorn—Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology 

Taylor Grace Pemberton, Fremont—Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology 

Cheliz Aerolinda Peña, Saint Cloud, FL—Entomology 
Charlene Maria Pereira, Bangalore, India—Nutrition and 

Health Sciences 
Melina Petenatti Muñoz, San Luis, Argentina—Mechanized 

Systems Management 
Cassie Petersen, Blair—Child, Youth and Family Studies 
Madison Elsie Pokorny, Overland Park, KS—Speech-

Language Pathology and Audiology 
Ella Campbell Popenhagen, Robins, IA—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Kateryna Potorocha, Kyiv, Ukraine—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies 
Zachary Rodi Prkna, Cockeysville, MD—Agronomy 
Aida Riahifar, Mashhad, Iran—Civil Engineering 
Alexandra Romanova, Yekaterinburg, Russian Federation— 

Child, Youth and Family Studies 
Youssef Salem, Benha, Egypt—Computer Science 
James Ryan Sawall, Moscow Mills, MO—Agricultural and 

Biological Systems Engineering 
Olivia Kay Schmitz, Fairfax, IA—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Saifuddin Mohammad Seeam, Chattogram, Bangladesh— 

Nutrition 
Amit Kumar Shah, Biratnagar, Nepal—Physics and 

Astronomy 
Roxana Shajarian, Lincoln—Computer Science 
Md Shadman Shakib, Lincoln—Mechanized Systems 

Management 
Jonathan Michael Sherman, Auburn—Electrical 

Engineering 
Samundra Sigdel, Bhimad, Nepal—Agronomy 
Jonathon David Sigman, Lincoln—Computer Science 



21 

Tadia Janelle Soukup, Los Angeles, CA—Child, Youth and 
Family Studies 

Karen Ann Starr, Lincoln—Child, Youth and Family Studies 
Kenneth Jeffrey Stuebs, San Tan Valley, AZ—Finance 
Erin Sullivan, Gastonia, NC—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology 
Alexis Sutton, Brigham City, UT—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Kenneth Alexander Swan, Starkville, MS—Earth and 

Atmospheric Sciences 
Logan T. Swanson, Nampa, ID—Supply Chain Management 
Sydney Michelle Taake, Papillion—Civil Engineering 
Omar Ahmed Hassan Ahmed Taha, Alexandria, Egypt— 

Physics and Astronomy 
Joseph A. Talley, Vermillion, SD—Mechanical Engineering 

and Applied Mechanics 
Jiayu Tang, Lincoln—Food Science and Technology 
Omid Tarashtwal, Lincoln—Agricultural Economics 
Bibek Tiwari, Simara, Nepal—Physics and Astronomy 
Brett Stephen Tomjack, Bennington—Finance 
Gabriel Toste, Minneapolis, MN—Finance 
Ngoc Que Anh Tran, Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam—Computer 

Science 
Cassidy Mae Turner, Woodbury, MN—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Assoumpta Umwali Ujeneza, Huye, Rwanda—Food Science 

and Technology 
Valentina Venegas-Manhey, Maipu, Chile—Mechanized 

Systems Management 
Sarah Rachel Vidrine, Morgan, UT—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies 
Sarah Anne Vos, Caputa, SD—Animal Science 
Hayley Ryann Weeder, Omaha—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology 
Elizabeth Wheeler, Omaha—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology 
Delaney Kate Wickwire, Oakland—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies 
Stephanie S. Williams, Bridgeport, CT—Child, Youth and 

Family Studies 
McKenna Wilson, Oregon, IL—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology 

Christina Alyse Woodside, Columbus—Child, Youth and 
Family Studies 

Katherine May Woodward, Savage, MN—Child, Youth and 
Family Studies 

Emma Jane Yager, Aurora, IL—Speech-Language Pathology 
and Audiology 

Israt Zarin, Lincoln—Computer Science 
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Professional Degrees 
College of Architecture
Presented by Dean Kevin G. Van Den Wymelenberg 

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE
Katelyn Allen, Omaha—Architecture 
Sreemedha Chintamadaka, Omaha—Architecture 

College of Law
Presented by Dean Richard E. Moberly 

MASTER OF LAWS
Omariq Xenari KaVaaru, Houston, TX—Space, Cyber, and 

National Security Law 

JURIS DOCTOR
Alexandra Williams, Gretna 
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Chancellor’s Scholars 
Students honored as Chancellor’s Scholars have earned As on all of their graded 
work at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln and all other postsecondary institu-
tions attended by the student during their academic career. At least 42 hours must 
have been earned at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. 

ATIRATH DEB ROY 
Economics, PGA Golf Managment,  

Noida, India 

Baccalaureate Degrees 
College of Agricultural Sciences 
& Natural Resources 
Presented by Interim Dean Thomas E. 

Burkey 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN AGRIBUSINESS 

Bradie Crouse, Blair 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

Dalton Darin Duryea, Merna 
Coleman Frank, Yankton, SD 
Lee George Minford Major, Valentine 
Zane Julian Mrozla-Mindrup, Gretna 
Dalton Lee Williams, Grantsville, UT 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN AGRICULTURAL LEADERSHIP, 
EDUCATION & COMMUNICATION 

Maung Teh, Omaha 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ANIMAL SCIENCE 

Nora Asusena Fernandez, Wakefield 
Cecilia Rozmus, Papillion 
Brandyn Nichols Van Tassell, Spring 

City, UT 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN APPLIED SCIENCE 

Jessica Koenen, Chardon, OH 
Madison Avery Martinez, Lincoln 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN FISHERIES & WILDLIFE 

Ella Drews, Lincoln 
Madison Avery Martinez, Lincoln 
Josephine Rose LeAnne McLean, 

Omaha 
Truman R. Metcalf, Omaha 
Corinne Marie Taylor, Lincoln
  (With Highest Distinction) 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN NATURAL RESOURCES & 
ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMICS 

Lucas Michael Minor, Murray 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN PGA GOLF MANAGEMENT 

Caden Joseph Kearns, Lincoln
 (With Distinction) 
Mason Riley McKenna, Olathe, KS
 (With High Distinction) 
Zachary David Ringler, Lincoln 
Atirath Deb Roy, Noida, India
 (Chancellor’s Scholar)
 (With High Distinction) 
Cole Hunter Thorsen, Brooklyn Park, 

MN
 (With High Distinction) 
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College of Arts & Sciences 
Presented by Interim Dean Patrick 

Dussault 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Zahraa Abduljalil, Lincoln 
Zanib Al Razaq, Lincoln
  (With Highest Distinction) 
Jacob Daniel Anstey, Lincoln 
Misha Baghchechi, Lincoln 
Jacob Behnk, Clearwater 
   (Highest University Honors) 
Tyler Harold Boyle, Lincoln
 (With High Distinction) 
Ravenna Rayann Burkey, Lincoln 
Emma Kathryn Cone, Lincoln 
John Patrick Critz, Huntington Beach, CA 
Christina Dinh, Lincoln 
McKenzie Faith Duncanson, Papillion 
Elena C. Gaines, Omaha 
Yael D. Garcia Torres, Lincoln 
Matthew Santino Greer, Lincoln 
Isiah Victor Jose Guzman, Omaha 
Peyton Elisabeth Hardy, Omaha 
Trey Hegel, Lincoln 
Isabelle Cecilia Heimes, Wynot 
Ariez Amir Henry, Omaha 
Joel Henson, Lincoln 
Guadalupe Anabel Hernandez 

Rodriguez, Grand Island 
Olivia Ruth Hinrichs, Lincoln 
Cooper David Katskee, Greenwood 

Village, CO 
Diman Khudhur, Lincoln 
Ashley Rae Lammers, Rapid City, SD 
Penelope Mae Larson, Gretna
 (With High Distinction) 
Amanda Ruth Lawson, Bellevue 
Sydnee Jean Lybarger, Lincoln 
Zane Julian Mrozla-Mindrup, Gretna 
Emma Naegele, Papillion 

Amy A. Post, Lincoln 
Courtney Paige Raethka, Saint Louis, 

MO 
Hanan Smoqy, Lincoln 
Molly Suzanne Stanard, Gladstone, MO 
Olivia Stoner, Papillion 
Rodri Mbuyi Tambwe, Lincoln 
Evan Tyson, Lincoln 
Bailey Madison Urkoski, Clarks 
Breanna Nichole VandenBosch, Sloan, 

IA 
Milayna Dakota Waltman, Rapid City, 

SD 
Amber C. Ward, Bellevue 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

Preston Joseph Ames, Bellevue 
Ava Lucille Brauer, Fallbrook, CA 
Tanner Alexander Cook, Grand Island 
Nicole Kathryn Elm, Fond du Lac, WI 
Colton J. Eurek, Kearney 
Jackson Patrick Hatcher, Omaha 
Noah W. Henry, Elkhorn 
Jose Saul Iniguez, Omaha 
Helen Martinez, Lincoln 
Henry Joseph Meyer, Lincoln 
Sarah Lynn Miller, Pierce 
Connor Douglas Miskimins, Gretna
          (University Honors) 
Matthew Robert Naumann, Lincoln 
Madalyn Nelsen, Bennington 
Jackson Lee Reiter, Lincoln 
Roberto Rendon, Lincoln 
Juan Manuel Rojas, Jr., Lincoln 
DeAnthony M. Rothwell, Lincoln 
Avery Elizabeth Rouhoff, Melbourne, FL 
Joseph Raymond Sabutis, Omaha 
Lillian May Schrader, Winneconne, WI 
Joseph Reed Stalder, Humboldt
 (With High Distinction) 
Ethan Christopher Stowell, Papillion
 (With High Distinction) 

College of Business 
Presented by Dean Kathy A. Farrell 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Kevin Artiles Fernandez, Havana, Cuba 
Rylan M. Birkby, St. Paul 
Samuel Paul Bleske, Bellevue 
Luke Bohrer, Lincoln 
Kaiden Michael Bradley, Lincoln 
Joshuah Nathan Brown, Lincoln 
Keania Hope Brumfield, Shelton 
Dylan Jacob Carey, Scottsdale, AZ 
Daniel Chavez, Omaha 
Jessica Davis, Scottsbluff 
Colby Richard Erdkamp, Omaha 
Jayden Elaine Fellman, Gretna 
Elizabeth Garcia, Lincoln 
Peter Julian Gates, Omaha 
Charlotte Faith Golden, Fort Collins, CO 
Gunnar Rece Gottula, Lincoln 
Cole Lee Gray, Seward 
Cole Hanson, Fargo, ND 
Jack Heiss, North Platte 
Antonio Richard Henn, Omaha 
Ty Daniel Hennings, Papillion 
Samuel Cole Hoskinson, Omaha 
Garrett Scott Jenkins, Lincoln 
Xiasheng Jiang, Wenling, China 
Kylie Ann Jones, Omaha 
Litokne Jowalan Kabua, Kwajalein, 

Marshal Islands 
Alyssa Payge Keslar, Lincoln 
Rana Dakhil Khairo, Lincoln 
Brynn Cathryn Landenberger, Elkhorn 
Bryce Jacob Langemeier, North Platte 
Michael Edward Laughlin, Jr., Mission 

Viejo, CA 
Benjamin LeClair, Bennington 
Sam Cutler Lund, Omaha 
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David Alexander Mateus, Omaha 
Hser Lah Paw, Tak, Thailand 
Joanna Perez-Morales, Omaha 
Jon Timothy Peterka, Sutherland 
Ryan James Pickell, Elmhurst, IL 
Charlie Poitras, Omaha 
Mark William Prophit, Omaha 
James Arthur Rich III, Holdrege 
Madison Jane Roberts, Omaha 
Kyle Alan Rockwell, Overland Park, KS 
Ramon Rodriguez Vasquez, Columbus 
Jackson Rohr, Omaha 
Atirath Deb Roy, Noida, India
 (Chancellor’s Scholar)
  (With Highest Distinction) 
Mason Samuel Ryan, Omaha 
Raquel Sophia Skerston, Omaha 
Noah J. Stahr, Tekamah 
Erin Trinity Stara, Elkhorn
 (With Distinction) 
Owen Matthew Sullivan, Lincoln 
Nikolay Sysoev, Sarasota, FL 
Tyler Z. Tobey, North Platte 
William Aden Topolski, Lincoln 
Owen Edward Tripp, Omaha 
Gavin Rae Valle, Hastings 
Alexis Carlan Wathor, Lincoln 
Regan Caroline Willie, Yorkville, IL 
Dylan Scott Witherby, Lincoln 
William Tanner Wray, Downers Grove, 

IL 
Wenhan Yang, Guangzhou, China 
Payton Cassy Yoder, Virginia Beach, VA 
Lily Anne Young, Cedar Rapids, IA 

College of Education  
& Human Sciences 
Presented by Interim Dean Michael J. 

Merten 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN HOSPITALITY, RESTAURANT  
& TOURISM MANAGEMENT 

Callie Noelle Freeman, Papillion 
Rose Martha Jaros, Lincoln 
Eva Joy Keim, Lincoln 
Liam M. Kreikemeier, Lincoln 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN EDUCATION & HUMAN SCIENCES 

Seleste Avelar, Lincoln
 (With Distinction) 
Maya Catherine Axmann-Cook, Omaha 
Heather Renae Black, Beaver Crossing
 (With High Distinction) 
John James Blatchford, Lincoln 
Kendall Blue, Woodbury, MN 
Braden Dean Capek, Milligan 
Ava Grace Chmelka, Lincoln 
Harper Lily Coffman, Olathe, KS 
Riley William Egenberger, Gretna
 (With Distinction) 
Ava Grace Fisher, Omaha
 (With High Distinction) 
Drew Michael Gleason, Beatrice 
Aylana Goodwin, Omaha 
Kaytlin Hansmeyer, Hallam
 (With High Distinction) 
Guadalupe Anabel Hernandez 

Rodriguez, Grand Island 
Kellyn Avery Kortemeyer, Custer, SD 
Chance Russell Lamer, Corvallis, OR 
Molly Elaine Lanham, Lincoln 
Jennifer Martinez Aguirre, Grand 

Island 
Dasan Scott Mccullough, Norman, OK 

Braxton Ranu Meah, Kathleen, GA 
Stephanie Raye Morrow, Wilber 
Ashley May Ockinga, Waverly
 (With High Distinction) 
Malik Patterson, York 
Kaylee Mary Perchal, Waterloo 
Chase Richard Riche, Council Bluffs, IA 
Sydney Emmaline Sebora, State 

College, PA 
Rhegan J. Shankland, Bassett 
Payton Olivia Skurka, Wheaton, IL 
Josie Ann Sullivan, Owatonna, MN
  (With Highest Distinction) 
Agnes Marie Sweley, Elmhurst, IL 
Joan Torres Espinosa, Denia, Spain 
Amy VanMeveren, Lincoln
  (With Highest Distinction) 
Bailey White, Lawson, MO 
Addison Nicole Wyatt, Gothenburg 

College of Engineering 
Presented by Dean Lance C. Peréz 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 

Ved Sandeep Patel, Mumbai, India 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER ENGINEERING 

Matthew Ryan Schlatter, Highlands 
Ranch, CO 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Yashraj Purbey, Lincoln
 (With High Distinction) 
Brandon F. Rojop, Grand Island 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN DATA SCIENCE 

Vatsal Janak Pandya, Mumbai, India 
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

Daniel Omar Sotelo Martinez, Grand 
Island 

Omaha Program 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CIVIL ENGINEERING 

Abdulhakim Abdusamadovich 
Sultonov, Bennington 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER ENGINEERING 

Tyler Jason Bender, Omaha 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

Abdullah Almatrook, Qatif 
Moubarack Yannick Aremou, Papillion 
Adam Romero, Bellevue 

Hixson-Lied College of Fine  
& Performing Arts 
Presented by Dean Andrew Belser 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Jafer Munir Alkanass, Lincoln 
Kevin Saul Escamilla, Hastings 
Sarah Elizabeth Logan, Lincoln 

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS 

Jeremiah LaZaric Tylon Booth, Omaha 
Austin Tyler Enicke, Omaha 
Fritz F. Mazzini, Omaha 
Alec L. Schutt, Omaha 

BACHELOR OF MUSIC IN EDUCATION 

Ada Sophia Dominguez, Grand Island 

College of Journalism  
& Mass Communications 
Presented by Interim Dean Adam 

Wagler 

BACHELOR OF JOURNALISM 

Kevin Artiles Fernandez, Havana, Cuba 
Amber Badura, Gretna 
Liam Cowlin, Lake Barrington, IL 
Adalynn Leigh Fletcher, Sioux City, IA 
Joel Henson, Lincoln 
Manar Hussein Al-Tewaig, Lincoln 
Emily Grace Jakubik, Woodbury, MN 
Emmett Johnson, Bloomington, MN 
Caleb Matthew Juedes, Ashland 
Alex Michael Karloff, Omaha 
Jada Love Lau, Omaha 
Arden Aline Louchheim, Park City, UT
 (With High Distinction) 
McKenzie McGerr, Lincoln 
Emma McKeon, Lincoln 
Brady Andrew O’Brien, Omaha 
Nikolas Ostrowski, Lake Zurich, IL 
Colten Brock Phillips, Frisco, TX 
Danielle Susan Smith, Houston, TX 
Jalen Christopher Worthley, Lincoln 

College of Public Affairs  
& Community Service 
Presented by Dean Gaylene S. Armstrong 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINOLOGY 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

Skyler Grace Brown, Hershey 
Reya Coe, Dallas, TX
 (With High Distinction) 
MacKenzie Jeanne Hamilton, 

Bismarck, ND 
Nikolai Andres Jaramillo-Ramirez, 

Lincoln 
Kylie Kaye Olson, Lake Andes, SD 
Joshua Martin Torrez, Omaha 
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Armed Forces Commissions 
Presented by Lt. Col. Jena Gartland 
U.S. Air Force ROTC 

Military Commissions 
CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSION AS 
SECOND LIEUTENANT 

U.S. Air Force 
Amber Charlotte Ward, Bellevue 

ROTC Oath 
“I [state your full name], 
having been appointed a (Second Lieutenant or Ensign) in the United States Navy, Marines, Army, Air Force, or Space Force do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reserva-
tion or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office upon which I am about to enter. 
So help me God (optional).” 
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Academic Attire 
 The caps and gowns worn during 
formal academic occasions in 
American colleges today are the direct 
descendants of the everyday costumes 
worn in the universities of Medieval 
England. Because of the tremendous 
growth of American colleges and the 
confusion which would result if each 
were to adopt a distinctive costume, 
the Intercollegiate Bureau of Academic 
Costume was organized. The Bureau 
has established a uniform code which 
over 700 institutions have adopted. 
 There are three types of gowns and 
three types of hoods for bachelors, 
masters, and doctors, respectively. 
The bachelors gown has a long pointed 
sleeve; the masters gown has a long 
closed sleeve, square at the end 
with an arc of a circle just above the 
bottom. The sleeve extends well below 
the knee, the arm coming through a 
slit near the elbow.  The doctors gown 
has a voluminous bell-shaped sleeve 
with three velvet bars. The colors of 
the bars are usually the colors of the 
faculty that granted the degree, but 
may be black. 
 The hood is the most important and 
distinctive feature of the code. The 
hoods for all degrees are lined with 
silk in the official academic color or 
colors of the institution conferring the 
degree and have an edging or trim of 
velvet. The color of the velvet edging 
indicates  the course or faculty to 
which the degree pertains. The lining 
is exposed when the hood is worn.  
For example, a doctor of philosophy 
of the University of Nebraska will 
wear a hood whose lining is scarlet 
above the cream-white indicating 
Nebraska, trimmed with blue velvet 
for philosophy. The bachelors hood 

is rather short with narrow velvet 
edging. It is not worn by candidates 
for the bachelors degree but only by 
those upon whom this degree has been 
previously conferred. The masters 
hood is considerably longer, has a 
wider velvet edging, and exposes more 
of the lining. The doctors hood has 
wide panels at the side and is easily 
recognized since, of the three types of 
hoods, it has the widest velvet edging, 
greatest length, and fullest exposure 
of the lining. 
 The black mortar board cap with 
tassel is worn with each type of gown. 
Those holding a doctors degree are 
privileged to wear a gold tassel. Masters 
and bachelors wear tassels that are 
either black or the color appropriate 
to the course in which they are being 
graduated. 
 The Board of Regents, the President, 
and the Chancellor wear robes 
with velvet front panels and sleeve 
bars denoting their office.  The 
Commencement Marshals wear scarlet 
robes with black velvet front panels and 
sleeve bars. 
 Hood colors observed at this 
commencement, which symbolize 
various areas of study, are as follows: 

Masters Degrees 
Agriculture – maize 
Architecture – lilac 
Arts – white 
Business – drab 
Education – light blue 
Engineering – orange 
Fine Arts – brown 
Human Sciences – maroon 
Journalism (arts) – white 
Journalism (science) – yellow 

Law – purple 
Music – pink 
Public Accounting – drab 
Science – golden yellow 

Doctorate Degrees 
Audiology – olive green 
Education – light blue 
Law – purple 
Music – pink 
Philosophy – blue 
Plant Health – maize 

Tassel Colors 
Undergraduate – black 
Masters – same color as hood 
Doctorate – gold 

DEGREES WITH DISTINCTION 
 Selection for degrees with 
distinction, high distinction, and 
highest distinction is made by the 
college awarding the degree. Each 
college establishes its requirement 
for this honor. Students graduating 
with honors are presented a keepsake 
medallion. A medallion with a red 
ribbon denotes graduation with 
distinction, one with a white ribbon 
denotes high distinction, and one with 
a combination red and white ribbon 
denotes highest distinction. 
 Chancellor's Scholars have earned 
As on all of their graded work at the 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln and all 
other postsecondary institutions. They 
wear a Chancellor’s Scholar pin on their 
ribbon. 
 Graduates of the University Honors 
Program have fulfilled specific 
requirements. Honors Program 
graduates wear a red and white 
epaulette in recognition of their 
achievement. 
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