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Congratulations from the Chancellor

RODNEY D. BENNETT, Ed.D.

Congratulations to the Class of August 2024. Our entire Husker 
community celebrates you and your hard work in earning your 
Nebraska degree. We are proud of you and what you have achieved.

As part of all we do to make this an unforgettable event, we continue 
our time-honored tradition of presenting our graduates’ actual 
diplomas on stage. It is no small task, but we believe in the power 
of every person. We build on our strengths and combine them with 
those of others. That is how we, just like our students and today’s 
graduates, do big things.

The Class of 2024 is notable in many ways, not the least of which 
is their perseverance. Many graduates began their time at the 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln during the height of the COVID 
pandemic. They were unable to participate in many of the 
traditions and student activities that all previous Huskers enjoyed. 
Nevertheless, they persisted, earned their degrees, and now possess 
the tools to contribute to communities across Nebraska and beyond. 
Congratulations are always in order each Commencement Day, but 
today is notable because of the Class of 2024’s perseverance.

Graduates, as you go on and prepare to do more big things, I wish you 
good luck. I am excited to see what you achieve with your Nebraska 
degree! 

Rodney D. Bennett
Chancellor, University of Nebraska–Lincoln

Dr. Rodney D. Bennett became the University of Nebraska–Lincoln’s 
21st chancellor on July 1, 2023. Dr. Bennett earned a bachelors 
degree in mass communication, a masters degree in educational 
administration, and an education specialist degree from Middle 
Tennessee State. He earned his Doctor of Education degree from 
Tennessee State University. 
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THE COMMENCEMENT PROCESSION 
WELCOME
Rodney D. Bennett, Ed.D., Chancellor, University of 

Nebraska–Lincoln

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
Sunmin Cha, D.M.A. Candidate, Glenn Korff School  

of Music

GREETINGS
Jordan P. Gonzales, M.A., President, Staff Senate 
Venn Veronica Jemkur, M.A., President, Graduate 

Student Assembly
Peter A. Ecklund, D.M.A., President, Faculty Senate 
Elizabeth Herbin, President, Association of Students of 

the University of Nebraska; Student Regent

PRESIDENT’S GREETING
Jeffrey P. Gold, M.D., President, University of Nebraska

All-University Commencement

CONFERRING OF DEGREES AND PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS
	 Doctoral Degrees
	 Educational Specialist
	 Masters Degrees 

Juris Doctorate
	 Baccalaureate Degrees 

ALUMNI CONGRATULATIONS
Shelley Zaborowski, M.Ed., Executive Director,  

Nebraska Alumni Association

TURNING OF TASSELS
Chancellor Bennett

RECESSIONAL

Note to Guests: The audience will remain seated for both the Processional and Recessional and will rise, if able, for the National Anthem. Only official 
photographers are permitted in the area between the stage and the graduating class. The program lists all persons who were 2024 candidates for 
degrees as of August 9, 2024, and who have not requested exclusion from publication. 

Saturday, August 17, 2024   9:00 a.m.

Today’s Music Provided by:
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA FACULTY BRASS AND PERCUSSION: Tom Kelly, Deb Bouffard, Alan Mattingly, Scott Anderson, Bo Atlas, Anthony Falcone,  

with organist Johnathan Ross
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Commencement Seating

Handicap seating for guests is available in sections 106, 107, 110, 112, 114, 117 and 118  
on the main concourse level of the Pinnacle Bank Arena.

ARTS & SCIENCES 

STAGE

DOCTORAL

FACULTY 

EHS | CHANCELLOR’S SCH. 

FACULTY   
BRASS  &   

PERCUSSION
&  ORGAN

JOURNALISM  &  
MASS  COMMUNICATIONS

BUSINESS 

CASNR

ENGINEERING
FINE & 

PERFORMING ARTS

PUBLIC AFFAIRS  &  
COMMUNITY  SERVICE

MASTERS

EDUCATIONAL   
SPECIALIST

JD 

MARSHALS

DMA | EDD

MARSHALS
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UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA BOARD OF REGENTS
Robert M. Schafer, J.D., Chair
Timothy F. Clare, J.D.
Paul R. Kenney, B.S.
Elizabeth R. O’Connor, J.D.
James D. Scheer, B.S.
Jack Stark, Ph.D.
Barbara E. Weitz, M.P.A., M.S.W.
Kathy F. Wilmot, B.S.
Ishani Adidam, University of Nebraska at Omaha
Pranita Devaraju, University of Nebraska Medical Center
Elizabeth Herbin, University of Nebraska–Lincoln
Sam Schroeder, University of Nebraska at Kearney

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATION
Jeffrey P. Gold, M.D., President
Bret R. Blackman, M.A., Vice President for Information 

Technology
Michael J. Boehm, Ph.D., Vice President for Agriculture 

and Natural Resources, and Harlan Vice Chancellor 
for the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources

David S. Jackson, Ph.D., Interim Executive Vice 
President and Provost

Christopher J. Kabourek, M.B.A., Senior Vice President 
for Business and Finance and Chief Financial Officer

Stacia L. Palser, J.D., Vice President and General Counsel

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA–LINCOLN ADMINISTRATION
Rodney D. Bennett, Ed.D., Chancellor
Dee Dee Anderson, Ed.D., Vice Chancellor for Student 

Affairs
Katherine S. Ankerson, M.Arch., Executive Vice 

Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Marco J. Barker, Ph.D., Vice Chancellor for Diversity  

and Inclusion
Michael J. Boehm, Ph.D., Vice President for Agriculture 

and Natural Resources, and Harlan Vice Chancellor 
for the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources

James P. Coll, Ph.D, Chief Communication and 
Marketing Officer

Josh R. Davis, J.D., Chief of Staff and Associate to  
the Chancellor

Richard A. Haugerud, M.B.A., Interim Chief Information 
Officer

Jessica L. Herrmann, J.D., Director of Government 
Relations

Sherri Jones, Ph.D., Interim Vice Chancellor for 
Research and Economic Development

Marc Pearce, Ph.D., J.D., Associate to the Chancellor for 
Institutional Equity and Compliance

Shelley M. Zaborowski, M.Ed., Executive Director of 
Nebraska Alumni Association

Michael J. Zeleny, M.B.A., Vice Chancellor for Business 
and Finance

University Administration



6

UNIVERSITY DEANS
Gaylene S. Armstrong, Ph.D., Dean of the College of 

Public Affairs and Community Service (UNO)
Andrew Belser, M.A., M.F.A., Dean of the Hixson-Lied 

College of Fine and Performing Arts
Mark E. Button, Ph.D., Dean of the College of Arts  

and Sciences
Kathy A. Farrell, Ph.D., Dean of the College of Business
Amy M. Goodburn, Ph.D., Senior Associate Vice 

Chancellor and Dean of Undergraduate Education
Tiffany M. Heng-Moss, Ph.D., Dean of the College of 

Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources
Debra Hope, Ph.D., Associate Vice Chancellor and Dean 

of Graduate Education
Liz Lorang, Ph.D., Dean of University Libraries
Derek J. McLean, Ph.D., Dean and Director of the 

Agricultural Research Division
Richard E. Moberly, J.D., Dean of the College of Law
Nicholas J. Pace, Ed.D., Interim Dean of the College of 

Education and Human Sciences
Lance C. Pérez, Ph.D., Dean of the College of Engineering
Charles L. Stoltenow, D.V.M., DACVPM, Dean and 

Director of Nebraska Extension
Kevin G. Van Den Wymelenberg, Ph.D., Dean of the 

College of Architecture
Shari R. Veil, Ph.D., Dean of the College of Journalism 

and Mass Communications

STAFF SENATE PRESIDENT
Jordan P. Gonzales, M.A., Senior Director of Alumni 

Engagement and Board Secretary, Nebraska Alumni 
Association

FACULTY SENATE PRESIDENT
Peter A. Eklund, D.M.A., Professor of Music, Director of 

Choral Activities, Glenn Korff School of Music

ASSOCIATION OF STUDENTS OF THE  
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA (ASUN)
Elizabeth Herbin, Student Regent

GRADUATE STUDENT ASSEMBLY (GSA) PRESIDENT
Venn Veronica Jemkur, M.A., College of Education and 

Human Sciences

UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT & RECOGNITION COMMITTEE
Vanessa B. Gorman, Ph.D., College of Arts and  

Sciences, Chair
Scott L. Anderson, D.M.A., Hixson-Lied College of Fine 

and Performing Arts
Jena Asgarpoor, Ph.D., College of Engineering
Eva Bachman, Ph.D., Office of Graduate Studies
Steven R. Booton, M.A., Office of the University Registrar
Tamy Burnett, Ph.D., University Honors Program
Josh R. Davis, J.D., Office of the Chancellor
Taylor M. DeMaro, B.J., University Communication
Terri A. Eastin, Office of Graduate Studies
E.K. Franks, M.S., Office of the Chancellor
Scott M. Fuess, Jr., Ph.D., College of Business
Robert J. Gorman, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Scott E. Krienert, M.A., Office of the University Registrar
Julie R. Kroese, B.S., Office of the Chancellor
Jascika MacLean, Graduate Student Assembly 

Representative
Gail A. Meyer, M.S., Office of the University Registrar
Noah Shuler, M.A., Student Affairs
Kelsey R. Sims, M.S., Office of Graduate Studies
Corrie J. Svehla, Information Technology Services
Ann M. Tschetter, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Logan Walsh, ASUN Representative
Annette M. Wetzel, M.A., Office of the Chancellor
Shelley Zaborowski, M.Ed., Nebraska Alumni 

Association
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THE UNIVERSITY MARSHAL CORPS
HEAD MARSHAL
Robert Gorman, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences

HEAD MARSHALS EMERITI
Patrice M. Berger, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Roger W. Mandigo, Ph.D., College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources 

ASSOCIATE HEAD MARSHALS
Scott M. Fuess, Jr., Ph.D., College of Business
Ann M. Tschetter, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Tamy Burnett, Ph.D., University Honors Program

ASSISTANT MARSHALS
Herita Akamah, Ph.D., College of Business
Amelia-Marie Altstadt, M.A., University Honors
Nancy Anderson, Ph.D., College of Education and  

Human Sciences 
Jena Asgarpoor, Ph.D., College of Engineering
Stacy Asher, M.F.A., Hixson-Lied College of Fine and  

Performing Arts
Tammy Beck, Ph.D., College of Business 
Dirk Black, Ph.D., College of Business
Nicole Blackstock, A.A., College of Journalism and Mass 

Communications
Marianna Burks, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Nathan Conner, Ph.D., College of Agricultural Sciences 

and Natural Resources
Hannah Ditmars, Au.D., College of Education and 

Human Sciences
Patrick Dussault, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Christian Elowsky, Ph.D., College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources
Alex Fernando, B.S., B.Journ., College of Journalism and 

Mass Communications
Mikil Foss, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Robin Garewal, M.B.A., College of Business
William V. Glider, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences

Vanessa Gorman, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Tricia Gray, Ph.D., College of Education and  

Human Sciences 
Marybeth Helmink, M.S., College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources 
Dann Husmann, Ph.D., College of Agricultural Sciences 

and Natural Resources
Elina Ibrayeva, Ph.D., College of Business
Georgia Jones, Ph.D., College of Education and Human 

Sciences
Meg Kester, M.A., College of Agricultural Sciences and 

Natural Resources
Patty Kuo, Ph.D., College of Education and  

Human Sciences 
Tony Lazarowicz, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Lorraine M. Males, Ph.D., College of Education and  

Human Sciences
Chad Mardesen, M.B.A., College of Business
Julia McQuillan, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Sue Moore, M.A., Student Affairs
Martha Morton, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences
Shane Moser, Ph.D., College of Business
Majid Nabavi, Ph.D., College of Business
Yunwoo Nam, Ph.D., College of Architecture
Siamak Nejati, Ph.D., College of Engineering
Sue Ellen Pegg, B.S., College of Agricultural Sciences 

and Natural Resources
Doug Pellatz, M.A., College of Arts and Sciences
Charles Riedesel, Ph.D., Emeritus, College of 

Engineering
Kelli Saunders, Ph.D., College of Business
Mackenzie Savaiano, Ph.D., College of Education and 

Human Sciences
Noah Shuler, M.A., Student Affairs
Rob Simon, M.B.A., College of Business
Francisco Souto, M.F.A., Hixson-Lied College of Fine and 

Performing Arts
Scott Swenseth, Ph.D., College of Business
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Sonya Turkman, Ph.D., College of Architecture
Susan Vagts, F.S.A., College of Business
Alexander Vazansky, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 
Kara Viesca, Ph.D., College of Education and Human 

Sciences
Jun Wang, Ph.D., College of Engineering
Elyse Watson, B.S., College of Agricultural Sciences and 

Natural Resources 
Kristy Weissling, SLP.D., College of Education and 

Human Sciences
Jiujiu Yu, Ph.D., College of Education and Human 

Sciences
Jing Zhang, Ph.D., College of Agricultural Sciences and 

Natural Resources

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
The Commencement Committee thanks the volunteers 
from the American Red Cross for staffing the first aid 
station during the ceremony.

VOLUNTEERS
Thank you to the many faculty, staff and friends of the 
University who devoted their energy and time to ensure 
graduates received their degrees today and families were 
able to join in-person and online for the celebration. 

NEBRASKA ATHLETICS
The Commencement Committee thanks the staff of 
HuskerVision and Nebraska Athletics.

NEBRASKA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
The Commencement Committee thanks the staff of the 
Nebraska Alumni Association and their volunteers for 
assisting with the commencement ceremony.
	 For information on joining the Nebraska Alumni 
Association, go to www.huskeralum.org.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Photographs of each student receiving their diploma 
will be available to view and order within one week 
after the ceremony. To order, go to  www.gradimages.
com.
	 For additional help, call Grad Images Customer 
Service Department at 800-261-2576 or email giservice@
gradimages.net.
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Doctoral Degrees
Graduate College
All degrees are University of Nebraska Degrees
Presented by Dean Debra Hope

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Maria Natalia Acosta Canchila, North Platte; Psychology—

Dissertation: The Mental Health Experience of Transgender 
and Gender Diverse Colombians: Que la Diversidad No Cueste 
la Vida. Advised by Professor Arthur R. Andrews III.

Ivon Stephanie Acosta Ramirez, Lincoln; Biological 
Engineering—Dissertation: Advancing Detection of 
Extracellular Nitric Oxide Gradients with Nanotube-based 
Optical Biosensor Platforms: A Machine Learning Perspective. 
Advised by Professor Nicole Iverson.

Ishita Ahmed, Dhaka, Bangladesh; Economics—Dissertation: 
Essays on Education and Labor Market Outcomes. Advised 
by Professor John E. Anderson.

Oleksiy Al-saadi, Lincoln; Computer Science—Dissertation: 
Asteroidal Sets and Dominating Targets in Graphs. Advised 
by Professor Andrew Radcliffe.

Hebah Yaseen Alkhasoneh, Lincoln; Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences—Dissertation: Climate Change and Drought in 
Jordan: A Comprehensive Analysis Using Cordex Regional 
Climate Model Simulations. Advised by Professor Clinton 
Rowe.

Basim Mohammed Alohali, Lincoln; Food Science 
and Technology—Dissertation: Assessment of Foam 
Decontamination in Tomato Washing Process. Advised by 
Professors Curtis Weller & Yulie Meneses.

Elyxcus Jasmyne Anaya, Omaha; Educational Psychology—
Dissertation: Perceptions of College Campus Climate 
Among Queer Female Sexual Assault Survivors. Advised by 
Professor Dena Abbott.

Karly Nicole Anderson, Cottage Grove, MN; Animal 
Science—Dissertation: Investigations of Tissue Profiles and 
Characteristics Associate with Captive Bolt Euthanasia and 
Stunning of Mature Swine and Cattle. Advised by Professor 
Ruth Woiwode.

Lara Armenteros Garrido, Lincoln; Modern Languages and 
Literatures—Dissertation: The Sexual Trauma of the Female 
Body: Violence Against Women in the Contemporary Spanish 
and Latin American Cultures. Advised by Professor Iker 
Gonzalez-Allende.

Sasan Azizian, Omaha; Computer Science—Dissertation: 
A Data Driven Discovery System for Studying Extracellular 
microRNA Sorting and RNA-Protein Interactions. Advised 
by Professor Juan Cui.

Giovanni Gabriel Baez Flores, Lincoln; Physics and 
Astronomy—Dissertation: First-Principles Studies of Spin 
Transport and Spin-Orbit Torques. Advised by Professor 
Kirill D. Belashchenko.

Boanerges Elias Bamaca, Lincoln; Biological Engineering—
Dissertation: Corn-based Feedstocks in PHB Fermentation: 
A Comprehensive Study of Multi-substrate Processes and 
Industrial Scale-up. Advised by Professor Rajib Saha.

Conor Dane Barnes, Omaha; Natural Resource Sciences—
Dissertation: Transforming Grassland Conservation: 
Challenges and Opportunities Across Law, Policy, and Human 
Dimensions. Advised by Professor Dirac Twidwell.

Jessica Ann Boyles, Laveen, AZ; Educational Psychology—
Dissertation: The Relationship Between Sex Education 
and Women’s Sexual Liberation and Exploration: A 
Phenomenological Study. Advised by Professor Dena 
Abbott.

Yashin Brijmohan, Lincoln; Engineering—Dissertation: 
Influence of the Work Environment on Workplace Learning of 
Undergraduate Engineering Interns. Advised by Professor 
Grace Panther.

Alexandra Natalie Brockdorf, Jacksonville, FL; Psychology—
Dissertation: Daily Predictors of Alcohol Use Among Sexual 
Violence Survivors: The Role of Intraindividual Changes in 
Sleep Duration and PTSD Symptoms. Advised by Professor 
David Dilillo.

Morgan Alexis Cade, Parkville, MO; Biological Sciences—
Dissertation: Considerations for and Evaluation of a 
Microbiome-Targeted Strategy to Protect Against Peanut 
Allergy Using Preclinical Models. Advised by Professor 
Amanda Ramer-Tait.
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Madeline Mary Eyer, Tacoma, WA; Psychology—
Dissertation: Harassment, Stalking, and Violence on 
Campus: An Examination of Persistent Cases. Advised by 
Professor Mario Scalora.

Alexander Lindsey Farquhar-Leicester, Lincoln; 
Psychological Studies in Education—Dissertation: Sexual 
Violence Victimization Among Autistic College Students: The 
Impact of Identity-Related Stigma on Disclosure and Negative 
Social Reactions on Mental Health. Advised by Professor 
Katie Edwards.

Gregory Joseph Faurot, Lincoln; Mathematics—Dissertation: 
On Regularity of Graph C*-Algebras. Advised by Professor 
Christopher Schafhauser.

Jeremy Andrew Feiger, Redlands, CA; Psychology—
Dissertation: Neuropsychological Intra-Individual 
Variability in Traumatic Brain Injury: Clinical Utility, 
Classification, and Associations with Outcomes. Advised by 
Professor Kathy Chiou.

Tauana Ferreira de Almeida, Lincoln; Agronomy and 
Horticulture—Dissertation: Advancing Cover Crop 
Management in Eastern Nebraska: Strategies to Increase 
Biomass and Reduce Corn Yield Impacts. Advised by 
Professor Andrea Basche.

Ashley Elizabeth Foltz, Hampden, ME; Biological Sciences—
Dissertation: Manipulations of the Caenorhabditis elegans 
Microbiome Reveal Infuences of Detrimental Members on 
Host Life History Traits. Advised by Professor Michael 
Herman.

Hafith Furqoni, Lincoln; Agronomy and Horticulture—
Dissertation: Dynamics of Soybean Seed Protein and Oil 
Content with Depth in the Canopy. Advised by Professor 
John Lindquist.

Allison Joan Ganger, Erie, PA; Mathematics—Dissertation: 
Spreads and Transversals and Their Connection to Geproci 
Sets. Advised by Professor Brian Harbourne.

Laura García García, Lincoln; Modern Languages and 
Literatures—Dissertation: Islas de Resistencia: Pensaiento 
Archipielagico en las Poeticas Canarias y Caribenas del Siglo 
XXI. Advised by Professors Luis Rodriguez Rosa and 
Ingrid Robyn.

Samantha Gillespie-Hoffman, Lincoln; Communication 
Studies—Dissertation: Praying to TikTok, Seeking the 
Self: How Rhetoric Reveals and Conceals the World’s Most 
Powerful Guru of the Postindustrial Age. Advised by 
Professor Casey Kelly.

Frances Cathleen Calkins, Lincoln; Psychology—
Dissertation: Family Pathways Contributing to Destructive 
Interparental Conflict From Infancy to Preschool Age: 
Investigating the Role of Child Temperament. Advised by 
Professor Rebecca Brock.

Emily Camp, St. Louis, MO; Psychological Studies in 
Education—Dissertation: White Male Privilege in the 
Perpetration of Sexual Violence: An Exploratory Study of 
Young Adults. Advised by Professor Katie Edwards.

Allison Cipriano, Lincoln; Psychology—Dissertation: A 
Mixed Method Examination of Bipositivity as a Mechanism 
Protecting Cisgender and Transgender Plurisexual Women 
from the Harms of Sexual Violence. Advised by Professor 
Kathryn Holland.

Genese Clark, New Haven, CT; Human Sciences—
Dissertation: “I Was Carrying That...It Slipped Right In”: 
A Mixed Methods Analysis of Self-Awareness and Emotional 
Closeness in African American Kinship. Advised by 
Professor Yan Xia.

Miriam Patricia Brenda Crinion, Brookings, SD; 
Psychological Studies in Education—Dissertation: 
Understanding the Experience of Bullying of Students with 
Disabilities. Advised by Professor Susan Swearer.

Kyle Duncan Dougherty, Lincoln; Natural Resource 
Sciences—Dissertation: Spatial Ecology of Mountain Lions 
Throughout Their Distribution in California. Advised by 
Professor John Benson.

Courtney J. Dreyer, Grandville, MI; Communication 
Studies—Dissertation: Make America[n Cinema] Great 
Again: The Rhetoric of Nostalgia in Trump Era Cinematic 
Mutiplicities. Advised by Professor Casey Kelly.

Jiaming Duan, College station, TX; Biological Engineering—
Dissertation: Integrating Water and Nitrogen Management 
for Sustainable Agriculture: Optimizing Resource Use 
Efficiency and Maximizing Crop Productivity. Advised by 
Professor Derek Heeren.

Alison Frances Ermisch, Lincoln; Animal Science—
Dissertation: Impacts of Inflammation, Oxidative Stress, and 
the Microbiome on Ovarian Function and mRNA Metabolism 
During Oocyte Maturation and Early Embryo Development. 
Advised by Professor Jennifer Wood.

Kaouter Essakkat, Lincoln; Agricultural Economics—
Dissertation: Exploring Producers’ Willingness to Pay for 
Ecosystem Services: Three Essays on Soil Health, Location 
Preferences and Cover Crop Adoption. Advised by Professor 
Karina Schoengold.
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Catherine Rose Godfrey Zimmitti, Lincoln; Mathematics—
Dissertation: Perturbations of Representations of Cartan 
Inclusions. Advised by Professor David Pitts.

Karthik Reddy Gorla, Lincoln; Engineering—Dissertation: 
Fundamentals of Molecular-Electrical Communication 
Interfacing Based on Redox Electrochemistry. Advised by 
Professor Massimiliano Pierobon.

Haoxin Guo, Lincoln; Chemistry—Dissertation: Synthesis of 
Stable Double-helical High-spin Diradicals and A TCNQ-based 
Organic Charge Transfer Co-crystal with an Open-shell Charge 
Donor. Advised by Professor Andrzej Rajca.

Guadalupe Gutierrez Ramirez, Los Angeles, CA; 
Psychological Studies in Education—Dissertation: The 
Role of Family and Peer Social Support Against Bullying 
Involvement Among Sexual Minority Latino Young Adults. 
Advised by Professor Susan Swearer.

Daniel John Gutzmann, Emerson; Biological Sciences—
Dissertation: Candida albicans Farnesol Synthesis and 
Secretion. Advised by Professor Audrey Atkin.

Mahmudul Hasan, Rajshahi, Bangladesh; Physics and 
Astronomy—Dissertation: A Study of Electron- and Photo-
induced Dissociative Electron Attachment to Molecules and 
Within Anion-Molecule Clusters. Advised by Professor 
Martin Centurion.

Faqrul Hassan, Dhaka, Bangladesh; Human Sciences—
Dissertation: Sorption Thermodynamics, Kinetics, 
Colorfastness, and Strength Retention of Feather Derived 
Artificial Keratin Fibers for Industrial Applications. Advised 
by Professor Yiqi Yang.

Mohamed Amine Hedoui, Gabes, Tunisia; Agricultural 
Economics—Dissertation: Two Essays in Agricultural Trade 
and Food Security Essay 1. Decomposing the GMO Regulation 
Impact on Bilateral Trade: An Application Corn Trade Essay 
2. Can Food Security Policies in Tunisia Be Better Targeted? 
Advised by Professor John Beghin.

Minette Herrick, Council Bluffs, IA; Nutrition—Dissertation: 
Impact of the Department of Defense Maternity Leave Policy 
on Maternal Retention and Postpartum Depression and 
the Air Force Postpartum Physical Fitness Policy Change 
on Maternal Physical Readiness Outcomes. Advised by 
Professor Weiwen Chai.

Greyson Holliday, Columbia, MO; Psychological Studies in 
Education—Dissertation: Exploring the Relationship Between 
Career Adaptability and Transferable Skills: An Intervention 
Study. Advised by Professor Neeta Kantamneni.

Anthony James Hooper, Lincoln; Physics and Astronomy—
Dissertation: Strong First Order Electroweak Phase 
Transitions in the Standard Model with a Real Scalar Singlet 
Extension. Advised by Professor Peisi Huang.

Scott A. Hootman-Ng, Lincoln; Mathematics—Dissertation: 
On Neumann Boundary conditions for Nonlocal Models with 
Finite Horizon. Advised by Professor Petronela Radu.

Phillip Henry Howells, Jr., Lincoln; English—Dissertation: 
Estranged Temporarily: How Time Tells Stories in Science 
Fiction. Advised by Professor Adrian Wisnicki.

Hongyu Jin, Beijing, China; Complex Biosystems—
Dissertation: Realigning Phenomics with Genomics: 
Leveraging Phenomic and Genomic Data to Enhance 
Quantitative Genetics Studies in Zea mays and Sorghum 
Bicolor. Advised by Professor James C. Schnable.

Amy Christine Johnson, Indianapolis, IN; Music—
Dissertation: Singing While Acting: A Mixed Methods Study 
of Classical Singers’ Application of the Checkhov and Meisner 
Acting Methods. Advised by Professor Kevin Hanrahan.

Jacob Charles Jones, Lincoln; Chemistry—Dissertation: 
Deployment of Affinity Chromatography for the Analysis of 
Biopharmaceuticals and Small Molecule Drug Candidates. 
Advised by Professor David Hage.

Yuenjung Joo, Lincoln; Human Sciences—Dissertation: 
Teacher-child Interaction Quality in Free Choice and 
Association with Child Peer-related Social Competence. 
Advised by Professor Rachel Schachter.

Katherine Jane Jordan, Lincoln; Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences—Dissertation: Phylogenetic and Biogeographic 
Patterns of Devonian Proetid Trilobites. Advised by 
Professor Peter Wagner.

Lauren Kashi, Culver City, CA; Philosophy—Dissertation: 
Three Essentials of Private Property in Kant. Advised by 
Professor Colin McLear.

Nada Kraiem, Tunis, Tunisia; Electrical Engineering—
Dissertation: Laser 3D Printing of D-based Composites for 
Thermal Management Applications. Advised by Professors 
Yongfeng Lu and Jean-Francois Silvain.

Danika Helen Lang, Omaha; Educational Studies—
Dissertation: Combined Academic and Behavioral Supports 
for Struggling Readers with Emotional/Behavioral Disorders. 
Advised by Professor Suzanne Kemp.

Gretchen Kathleen Larsen, Lincoln; Educational Studies—
Dissertation: Supporting the Creative Side of Creative 
Coding. Advised by Professor Justin Olmanson.
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David Andrew Lieberman, Lincoln; Mathematics—
Dissertation: Making Sandwiches: A Novel Invariant for 
D-Module Theory. Advised by Professor Jack Jeffries.

Evan Nathaniel Lintz, Lincoln; Psychology—Dissertation: 
Investigations of the Neural Foundations of Core Processes in 
Working Memory. Advised by Professor Michael Dodd.

Donger Liu, Edinburg, TX; Human Sciences—Dissertation: 
Benefits of Nature Exposure on Preschool-aged Children’s 
Emotion Regulation. Advised by Professor Julia Torquati.

Marla Lopez, Lincoln; Psychology—Dissertation: Preschool 
Executive Control and Adolescent Dietary Outcomes: 
Highlighting the Role of Context. Advised by Professor 
Timothy Nelson.

Rifat Mahbub, Lincoln; Engineering—Dissertation: Electrical 
and Morphological Investigation of a Fe(II) Based Spin 
Crossover Complex and its Composite. Advised by Professor 
Jeffrey Shield.

Patrick Timothy McGonigal, Alta Loma, CA; Psychology—
Dissertation: Identity-driven targeted violence: Attending 
to Identity, Emotion, and Personality-related Predictors of 
Attitudinal and Behavioral Prejudice. Advised by Professor 
Mario Scalora.

Dylan McKnight, Montrose, MI; Mathematics—Dissertation: 
Gevrey Class Estimates Towards Null Controllability of a 
Fluid Structure Interaction System. Advised by Professor 
George Avalos.

Sara Elizabeth McKnight, Lincoln; Mathematics—
Dissertation: Semigroup Well-posedness and Finite Element 
Analysis of a Biot-Stokes Interactive System. Advised by 
Professor George Avalos.

Nicholas Paul Meyer, Bloomington, MN; Mathematics—
Dissertation: Torus Surgery, Fibrations, Multisections, and 
Spun 4-Manifolds. Advised by Professor Alex Zupan.

Jacob Aaron Michels, Houston, MN; Agricultural 
Economics—Dissertation: Three Essays on Global Food 
Security and the U.S. Sugar Program. Advised by Professor 
John Beghin.

Akemi Elizabeth Mii, Midlothian, TX; Psychology—
Dissertation: Adverse Childhood Experiences Among 
Adolescent Girls in Residential Treatment: Relationship 
with Trauma Symptoms, Substance Use, and Delinquency. 
Advised by Professor David Hansen.

Hunter Alexander Miller, Lincoln; Biological Engineering—
Dissertation: Nanoparticle-based Approaches to Brain Injury 
and Studies for Improved Detectability Toward Better Delivery 
Characterization. Advised by Professor Forrest Kievit.

Grayson D. Minnick, Lincoln; Mechanical Engineering 
and Applied Mechanics—Dissertation: Advancements 
in Microscale Tensil Testing: A Novel Device for High 
Throughput Analysis of Two-Photon Polymerized Microfibers 
in Liquid. Advised by Professor Ruiguo Yang.

Michael M. Moeller, Lincoln; Biomedical Engineering—
Dissertation: A Biomimetic Approach to Investigate the 
Role of Mechanotransduction in Altered Cell Function and 
Metabolism in Chronic Liver Diseases. Advised by Professor 
Srivatsan Kidambi.

Somayeh Mousavi, Lincoln; Chemistry—Dissertation: 
Identifying the Relative Abundance of Cell-cell Signaling 
Peptides During Mammalian Hibernation and Anesthetic 
Administration by Label-Free Peptidomics Analysis. Advised 
by Professor James Checco.

Tyler Neltner, Dubuque, IA; Human Sciences—Dissertation: 
Performance Fatigability and Neuromuscular Responses 
During and After One Set of Forearm Flexion Muscle Actions 
to Failure at 30% versus 70% One-Repetition Maximum in 
Men and Women. Advised by Professor Terry Housh.

Alison Clare Neujahr, Waverly; Complex Biosystems—
Dissertation: Understanding the Role of the Microbiome 
in Infectious Disease, Developing Surveillance Tools and 
Engineering Direct Fed Microbials to Improve Animal Health. 
Advised by Professor Samodha Fernando.

Mohammadreza Nouri, Lincoln; Engineering—Dissertation: 
Computational Studies of Charge-Transfer Mechanisms in 
Electrochemical Materials. Advised by Professor Vitaly 
Alexandrov.

Haritha Nunna, Chittoor, India; Plant Pathology—
Dissertation: Antagonistic and Synergistic Interactions of 
Members of Potyviridae. Advised by Professor Stephen 
Wegulo.

Dalton Obermier, York; Animal Science—Dissertation: 
Investigating Associations Between Activity and Performance 
Traits Across Three Breeds of Swine Using NUtrack. Advised 
by Professor Benny Mote.

Joy John Omini, Lincoln; Biochemistry—Dissertation: Role 
of the Malate Dehydrogenase-citrate Synthase Metabolon in 
Metabolic Flux Regulation. Advised by Professor Toshihiro 
Obata.

Raul Alberto Palacios II, Lincoln; Psychological Studies in 
Education—Dissertation: El Valiente: Bullying Experiences 
Across Machismo and Caballerismo Chicano Males. Advised 
by Professor Susan Swearer.
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Durgesh Pattanayak, Cuttack, India; Business—Dissertation: 
Marketing Resilience: The Role of Digital Business Capability 
and Risk Management Capability in Navigating Market 
Uncertainty. Advised by Professor Amit Saini.

Kevin J. Patton, Omaha; Philosophy—Dissertation: The Value 
of Knowledge and Its Problems. Advised by Professor David 
Henderson.

Erika Petro-Turnquist, Peoria, AZ; Biological Sciences—
Dissertation: Development of a Durable and Low-dose 
Universal Vaccine Against Swine Influenza A Virus. Advised 
by Professor Eric Weaver.

Plavini Punyatoya, Greater Noida, India; Business—
Dissertation: Effect of Organizational Socialization 
Strategies on Salesperson Performance. Advised by Professor 
Ravipreet Sohi.

Rachel Renae Reith, Lincoln; Animal Science—Dissertation: 
Heat Stress Changes the Bovine Methylome and Transcriptome 
and Investigation of Two Novel Genetic Defects in Cattle. 
Advised by Professor Jessica Petersen.

Kailey Ann Richner, Casper, WY; Psychology—Dissertation: 
Examining Mechanisms Underlying the Relationships 
Between Sexual Arousal, Alcohol Use History, and Sexual 
Aggression. Advised by Professor Dennis McChargue.

Eric Thomas Rodene, Lincoln; Agronomy and Horticulture—
Dissertation: Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)-based High-
Throughput Phenotyping for Maize Improvement. Advised 
by Professor Jinliang Yang.

Sarah Ruth Roscoe, Lincoln; Computer Science—
Dissertation: Assuring Security of STL Files for Additive 
Manufacturing. Advised by Professor Jitender Deogun.

Josefa María Samper Suárez, Lincoln; Modern Languages 
and Literatures—Dissertation: Assessing Ethnolinguistic 
Vitality in Lincoln, Nebraska: Linguistic Attitudes and 
Beliefs of Spanish Speakers. Advised by Professor Isabel 
Velazquez.

Dakota Jasmine Sandras, Lincoln; Communication Studies—
Dissertation: The Good White Guise: Rhetorical (Re)
Constructions of White Allies on U.S. Television. Advised by 
Professor Kristen Hoerl.

Hali Juanita Santiago, Lincoln; Psychological Studies in 
Education—Dissertation: Experiences of Multiracial 
Intimate Partner Violence Survivors: A Phenomenology Study. 
Advised by Professor Neeta Kantamneni.

Caily Claire Schwartz, Lincoln; Natural Resource Sciences—
Dissertation: Further Developing Drought Early Warning 
Information Systems Using Mixed-Methods and Multiple 
Streams of Data. Advised by Professors Mark Svoboda and 
Tonya Haigh.

Praval Sharma, Omaha; Computer Science—Dissertation: 
Event-Specific Spatial and 5Ws Information Extraction from 
Structured Documents. Advised by Professors Ashok Samal 
and Leen-Kiat Soh.

Yu Shi, Lincoln; Complex Biosystems—Dissertation: 
Applications of AI to Medical Imaging: From Image Feature 
Extraction to Association Study and Data Synthesis. Advised 
by Professor Chi Zhang.

Wesley Patrick Sliger, Lincoln; Educational Studies—
Dissertation: Elementary Science Teacher Self-efficacy in 
the Context of NGSS-aligned Curriculum Enactment: An 
Explanatory Sequential Mixed Methods Study. Advised by 
Professor Lawrence Scharmann.

Jasmin Allison Smith, Lincoln; Human Sciences—
Dissertation: Mealtime Emotional Climate and Feeding 
Practices: An Avenue to Improve Children’s Dietary Intake in 
the Early Care and Education Settings. Advised by Professor 
Dipti Dev.

Robert Walker Smith, Lewiston, ID; Human Sciences—
Dissertation: The Effects of Anchor Scheme on the Central 
and Peripheral Contributions to Performance Fatigability, 
Perceived Responses and Sensations, and Psychological 
Factors Following Sustained, Isometric Forearm Flexion 
Tasks to Failure. Advised by Professor Terry Housh.

Andrew Jessie Soto Levins, Lubbock, TX; Mathematics—
Dissertation: A Study on the Vanishing of Ext. Advised by 
Professor Mark Walker.

Jared Timothy Soundy, Lincoln; Computer Science—
Dissertation: Aggregate Games: Computations and 
Applications. Advised by Professor Hau Chan.

Melisa Annette Spilinek, Lincoln; Human Sciences—
Dissertation: Exploring Gen Z’s Identity Formation and Its 
Influence on Consumption of Pop Culture and Entertainment 
Merchandise. Advised by Professor Jennifer Johnson 
Jorgensen.

Cassidy Ann Spradlin, Louisville, KY; Psychological Studies 
in Education—Dissertation: The Influence of Student-
Teacher Relationship Quality on Educational Outcomes for 
Students with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder. 
Advised by Professor Matthew Gormley.
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Ashlyn Stewart, Lincoln; English—Dissertation: Archiving 
Harper’s Weekly. Advised by Professor Kenneth Price.

Kyungah Suh, Lincoln; Chemistry—Dissertation: Affinity 
Chromatographic Studies of Biomolecular Interaction. 
Advised by Professor David Hage.

Linnea Rose Swanson, Lincoln; Psychological Studies in 
Education—Dissertation: Navigating Mental Health During 
COVID-19: Considerations of Childhood Adversity, Pandemic 
Stress, and Loneliness. Advised by Professor Susan 
Swearer.

Jaclyn Marie Swiderski, Lincoln; English—Dissertation: “I 
will write mad stories”: The Hysterical “I” in the Diaries of 
George Eliot, Charlotte Forten Grimke, Virginia Woolf, and 
Sylvia Plath. Advised by Professor Melissa Homestead.

William Robert Tabb, Tucson, AZ; Physics and Astronomy—
Dissertation: A Measurement of the Differential Drell-Yan 
Cross Section as a Function of Invariant Mass in Proton-
Proton Collisions √S = 13 TEV. Advised by Professor Ilya 
Kravchenko.

Kaitlin Rochelle Tademy, Lincoln; Mathematics—
Dissertation: Virtual Unknotting Numbers of Families 
of Virtual Torus Knots. Advised by Professor Mark 
Brittenham.

Yalei Tang, Chengdu, China; Civil Engineering—
Dissertation: Long Term Ultrasonic Monitoring and 
Machine Learning Investigation of Micro-crack Damaged 
Concrete. Advised by Professor Jinying Zhu.

Tewodros Aboret Tilahun, Lincoln; Natural Resource 
Sciences—Dissertation: Sustainable Groundwater Modeling 
in the Ogallala Aquifer: Integrating Machine Learning for 
Predicting Hydraulic Conductivity and Recharge. Advised by 
Professor Jesse Korus.

Rupak Timalsina, Wilber; Engineering—Dissertation: Study 
of Spin-magnon Interactions in Magnetic materials for Spin 
Wave Quantum Devices. Advised by Professor Abdelghani 
Laraoui.

Sophie Lee Tonjes Kowalski, Fremont; Educational 
Psychology—Dissertation: Strategies for Emotion 
Regulation in Individuals with Down Syndrome. Advised by 
Professor Caron Clark.

Anh Thuong Vo, Lincoln; Mathematics—Dissertation: 
Nonlocal Frameworks for Nonlinear Conservation Laws 
and Advection-Diffusion Processes. Advised by Professor 
Petronela Radu.

Jianghao Wang, Lincoln; Computer Science—Dissertation: 
Optimizing Scalability for Formal Analysis with Evolutionary 
Algorithm. Advised by Professor Hamid Bagheri.

Yibo Wang, Lincoln; Physics and Astronomy—Dissertation: 
Ultrafast Electron Diffraction with Solid-State Samples. 
Advised by Professor Martin Centurion.

Brooke Wells, Lincoln; Human Sciences—Dissertation: 
Psychosocial Well-being Facilitation of Leader Identity 
Transitions for Retirees. Advised by Professor L. J. McElravy.

Kelley Marie Wick, Dayton, NV; Educational Psychology—
Dissertation: Development of a Multidimensional Measure of 
Wellbeing for Emerging Adults Utilizing a Convergent Parallel 
Mixed Method Design. Advised by Professor Caron Clark.

Shawn Wimer, Lincoln; Electrical Engineering—
Dissertation: Growth and Simulation of Dielectric-Metal 
Nanoheterostructured Thin Films by Ballistic Deposition. 
Advised by Professor Eva Schubert.

Zhipeng Wu, Wuhan, China; Electrical Engineering—
Dissertation: Laser Surface Processing for Enhanced 
Adhesion Between Diamond Coatings and Metallic 
Substrates. Advised by Professor Yongfeng Lu.

Furong Yan, Dalian, China; Physics and Astronomy—
Dissertation: Search for Physics Beyond the Standard Model 
in Top Quark Production with Additional Leptons in the 
Framework of Effective Field Theory. Advised by Professor 
Kenneth Bloom.

Zhenqiao Yang, Cape Girardeau, MO; Human Sciences—
Dissertation: Parenting Identity and Parental Mental Health 
in Chinese Parents in Mainland China. Advised by Professor 
Yan Xia.

Tryphena Lizzert Ama Odehye Yeboah, Lincoln; English—
Dissertation: Lucille’s Song and Other Stories. Advised by 
Professor Kwame Dawes.

Yong Chul Yoo, Lincoln; Engineering—Dissertation: 
Multifunctional Laser Processing of Austenitic Steel 
Weldments to Improve the Corrosion Resistance of Dry Storage 
Canisters. Advised by Professor Bai Cui.

Beichen Zhang, Shijiazhuang, China; Natural Resource 
Sciences—Dissertation: Applications of Artificial 
Intelligence on Drought Impact Monitoring and Assessment. 
Advised by Professor Tsegaye Tadesse.

Bo Zhang, Lincoln; Chemistry—Dissertation: Implications of 
Anharmonic Lattice Dynamics on Optoelectronic Properties 
of Lead Halide Perovskites. Advised by Professor Yinsheng 
Guo.
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Liyun Zhang, Guangzhou, China; Food Science and 
Technology—Dissertation: Development of an Egg-specific 
Mass Spectrometry Targeted Method for Processed Food 
Matrices. Advised by Professor Melanie Downs.

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
Theresa Ann Haack, Lincoln; Educational Studies—

Dissertation: A Case Study of Mathematical Instructional 
Leadership. Advised by Professor Lawrence Scharmann.

Megan Elizabeth Pitrat, Bennet; Educational Studies—
Dissertation: Employing Humanistic Trauma-Responsive 
Pedagogical Practices with Students in Rural Special 
Education. Advised by Professor Guy Trainin.

Judith Loree Sigler, Lincoln; Educational Studies—
Dissertation: Healing in the Workplace: School Counselors, 
Trauma, and Growth. Advised by Professor Edmund 
Hamann.

DOCTOR OF MUSICAL ARTS
Sunmin Cha, Lincoln; Music—Doctoral Document: Singer’s 

Guide to Hak Jun Yoon’s Selected Art Songs. Advised by 
Professor Suna Gunther.

Xun Xu, Lincoln; Music—Doctoral Document: Martin 
Bresnick “Bitter Suite” For Violin and Piano. Advised by 
Professor David C. Neely .

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY
Awarded by the College of Education and Human Sciences
Presented by Interim Dean Nicholas J. Pace

Sarah Garvey, Lincoln; Audiology and Hearing Science—
Dissertation: The Influence of Hearing Aid Gain on Spectral 
Resolution for Adults with Hearing Loss. Advised by 
Professor Marc Brennan.



16

Specialist Degrees
Graduate College
All degrees are University of Nebraska Degrees
Presented by Dean Debra Hope

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST
Emma Elizabeth Bragg, Kearney—Educational Psychology
Brandon Ee, Lincoln—Educational Psychology
Sara Beth Gahan, Lincoln—Educational Psychology
Lucy Peaches Okrasinski, Des Plaines, IL—Educational 

Psychology
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Masters Degrees
Graduate College
All degrees are University of Nebraska Degrees
Presented by Dean Debra Hope

MASTER OF APPLIED SCIENCE
Danie Lynn Brandl, Humphrey—Applied Science
Kelsey Lynn McCullough, Berwyn—Applied Science
Kevin Thomas Shubert, Omaha—Applied Science
Sheridan Marie Swotek, Kearney—Applied Science

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING
Drue Pecquet, Omaha—Architectural Engineering (Omaha 

Campus)

MASTER OF ARTS
Zeenat Ahmed, Hasbrouck Heights, NJ—Political Science
Chelsee Allen, Guntersville, AL—Sociology
Rafael Amorim Bertacini, Lincoln—Textiles, Merchandising 

and Fashion Design
Jessica Starr Anderson, Lincoln—Educational Psychology
Lara Armenteros Garrido, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education
Sarah Elizabeth Ashworth, Lincoln—Educational Psychology
Brooke Bachman, Lexington—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education
Stephanie Rosemarie Barnes, Elkhorn—Teaching, Learning 

and Teacher Education
Tyler James Behymer, Prairie Village, KS—Communication 

Studies
Jessica Bialas, Overton—Educational Administration
Hamdia Asumah Braimah, Lincoln—Modern Languages and 

Literatures
Marriah Jordan Buss, Omaha—Journalism and Mass 

Communications
Aaron Robert Coeling, Lincoln—Educational Administration
David Diez Laso, Valladolid, Spain—Modern Languages and 

Literatures
Sidney Doty, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and Teacher 

Education

Kerry C. Florell, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and Teacher 
Education

Cayleen Ruth Green, Lottie, LA—Teaching, Learning and 
Teacher Education

Anne Marie Haines, Seward—Psychology
Sarah Hammami, Lincoln—Educational Psychology
Trenten Hansen, Fremont—Teaching, Learning and Teacher 

Education
Devon Hike, Elkhorn—Journalism and Mass 

Communications
Kaitlynn Elizabeth Johnson, Omaha—Educational 

Psychology
Cholpon Kalandarova, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan—Educational 

Administration
Kelly Christine Kamrath, Lincoln—Modern Languages and 

Literatures
Kristina Elizabeth Konecky, Lincoln—Educational 

Psychology
Jane LeClair, Omaha—Teaching, Learning and Teacher 

Education
Megan Alene Macy, Gering—Special Education
Season Mellema, Grand Island—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education
Kali Stephanie Moreno, Grand Island—Educational 

Administration
Alyssa Jean Noble, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education
Julius Owusu Afriyie, Oyarifa, Accra Ghana—Educational 

Administration
Kendra Janeth Quiroz, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and 

Teacher Education
Irvin Ramirez-Benavides, Lincoln—Educational 

Administration
Chad Allen Ray, Brandon, SD—Special Education
Paushali Saha, Kolkata, India—Educational Administration
Melissa Sellers, Lincoln—Teaching, Learning and Teacher 

Education
Kayla Rose Sircy, Sun Valley, CA—Psychology
Ellesandra Lauren Stecher, Lincoln—Journalism and Mass 

Communications
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Rebeckah Michelle Taylor, Palmyra—Educational 
Psychology

Gelsey Timilsina, Omaha—Educational Psychology
Shannon Eliza Valkr, Lincoln—English
Melissa D. Villarreal, Lincoln—Journalism and Mass 

Communications
Barbara J. Vitek, Blair—Special Education

MASTER OF ARTS FOR TEACHERS
Kacey Carpenter, Crystal Lake, IL—Mathematics
Lyliana Chavez, Mundelein, IL—Mathematics
Lauren Haman, Hoffman Estates, IL—Mathematics
Juliann Johnson, Lincoln—Mathematics
Burkelee Skye Kenefick-Aschoff, West Point—Mathematics
Katie Kuhn, Lincoln—Mathematics
Peter McGinley, Jr., Lincoln—Mathematics
Elizabeth Ann Swartz, North Platte—Mathematics
Loren Mae VanDenBerg, Green Bay, WI—Mathematics
Ryan Voelker, Milford—Mathematics

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Kofi Adyei Addai, Kannapolis, NC—Business
Jason Wayne Alsup, Valley Park, MO—Business
Thomas Hollan Blanchard, Manassas, VA—Business
Ryan E. Brewer, Wildwood, MO—Business
Maxwell Scott Bromme, Kettering, OH—Business
Breanne Buckbee, Clinton Township, MI—Business
Michael Kenneth Cady, Bloomington, IN—Business
Evelyn Rylee Causey, Englewood, CO—Business
Christopher Thomas Cullum, Memphis, TN—Business
Dena Daher, Lincoln—Business
Julie Violet Donnell, Falls Church, VA—Business
Roland Stephen Griggs, Christiansburg, VA—Business
Kyle M. Grosjean, Fairview Park, OH—Business
Morgan Leigh Gruebele, Fort Pierre, SD—Business
Anantha Gutta, Elkhorn—Business
Christina Marie Haron, Redmond, OR—Business
Dean Klahr, Meade, KS—Business
Erik Matthew Kraus, Auburn, CA—Business
Navdeep (Neeta) Kaur Nagra, Vancouver, BC, Canada—

Business
Adam Michael Nye, Maumee, OH—Business

Charles Dean Olson, Lino Lakes, MN—Business
Paul Schlorholtz, Roca—Business
Michael Smith, Clark, NJ—Business
Riley Karen Zuhn, Fort Collins, CO—Business

MASTER OF COMMUNITY & REGIONAL PLANNING
Mia Haschenburger, Brossard, Canada—Community and 

Regional Planning
James Henry Mizutani, Concord, CA—Community and 

Regional Planning

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Taylor Christine Barros, Davenport, IA—Special Education
Samuel Joseph Cahow, Nebraska City—Special Education
Eunice Olam Canoy, Gypsum, CO—Special Education
Desiree Feria Smith, Lincoln—Special Education
Jenna Lynn Haskins, Palmerton, PA—Special Education
Brittany Hodgson, Gypsum, CO—Special Education
Alise Marie Hoffman, Omaha—Special Education
Rachel Ann Hruza, Martell—Educational Administration
Kathleen L Plant, Overland Park, KS—Special Education

MASTER OF ENGINEERING MANAGEMENT
Julien Arlt, Columbus—Engineering Management
Brian Omondi Asimba, Farmington Hills, MI—Engineering 

Management
Anthony Robert Broccio, Cary, NC—Engineering 

Management
Kathryn Maree Carrieri, Niceville, FL—Engineering 

Management
Joshua Gillis Charles, Crestview, FL—Engineering 

Management
Nolan Seth McCulloch, Tremonton, UT—Engineering 

Management
Alexandra Zack, Troy, MI—Engineering Management

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES
Kayla Rose Sircy, Sun Valley, CA—Legal Studies

MASTER OF MUSIC
Zachary Richard Warren Brown, Lincoln—Music
Claire Heithoff, Papillion—Music
Micah John Hesterman, York—Music
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Tyler Joshua Neilson, Parowan, UT—Music
Christian Schuerman, Omaha—Music
Karlie Ann Sines, Cambridge—Music

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANCY
Morgan Nadean Filter, Fremont—Accountancy

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Gabriel Adams, Lenexa, KS—Mathematics
Faezeh Afshar Hatam, Lincoln—Mechanical Engineering 

and Applied Mechanics
Olateju Temitope Akintayo, Lincoln—Leadership Education
Yousuf Nasser Alfarqani, Lincoln—Nutrition and Health 

Sciences
Austin Lance Anderson, Kaysville, UT—Finance
Evan Marie Anderson, Overland Park, KS—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Han Wei Ang, Lincoln—Mechanical Engineering and 

Applied Mechanics
S M Nayeem Arefin, Dhaka, Bangladesh—Electrical 

Engineering
Matthew Robert Grosse Armstrong, Sterling, VA—Natural 

Resource Sciences
MaKinna Lenae Arp, Lincoln—Nutrition and Health 

Sciences
Emma Mae Arthur, Hastings—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology
Hasnat Aslam, Lincoln—Computer Science
Geng Bai, Raleigh, NC—Computer Science
Lohani Beer, Lincoln—Chemical Engineering
Naveta Bhatti, Ludhiana, India—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies
Gina T. Black, Waterford, PA—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies
Karissa Boesiger, Lincoln—Speech-Language Pathology and 

Audiology
Jessica Boles, Camalote Village, Belize—Entomology
Camryn Grace Brown, Clarinda, IA—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Daniel Butler, Macomb, MI—Earth and Atmospheric 

Sciences
Katia Pilar Carranza Bernal, Lincoln—Natural Resource 

Sciences

Annalise Marie Connolly, Lincoln—Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology

Josie Nicole Crouch, Rolla, MO—Animal Science
MaKenna Rose Dahlgrin, Gering—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Sierra M. De La Castro, Lincoln—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Derek DeBlieck, Boise, ID—Mathematics
Coleman Thomas Dolamore, Simpsonville, SC—Biochemistry
Brandon Matthew Doty, Lincoln—Finance
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Dozler, Albion—Natural Resource 

Sciences
Alexa Fernández Bravo, Lincoln—Earth and Atmospheric 

Sciences
Samantha Grace Fischer, Scott City, KS—Food Science and 

Technology
Lexie Rae Foster, Berwyn—Biological Sciences
Lesley Ann Garcia, Lincoln—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies
Erika Grace Gearhart, Indian Head Park, IL—Speech-

Language Pathology and Audiology
Katelyn Francis Glause, Ainsworth—Natural Resource 

Sciences
Marcos Winicius Goncalves de Souza, Farmington, MN—

Agronomy
Joshua Wyatt Gray, Gilbert, AZ—Finance
Suhib Osama Fathalla Hamid II, Lincoln—Mechanized 

Systems Management
Drake David Harrington, Omaha—Finance
Payton Micquell Horacek, Omaha—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies
Lindsey Nicole Howard, Lincoln—Earth and Atmospheric 

Sciences
Madison Huppert, Falls City—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology
Laith Ata Husein Ibdah, Omaha—Civil Engineering
Moaz Noureldin Abdalla Ishag, Lincoln—Mechanized 

Systems Management
Karissa Margaret Jelonek, Lincoln—Computer Science
Hannah Elizabeth Johns, Omaha—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
April Elizabeth Johnson, Lincoln—Food Science and 

Technology
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John Colter Johnson, Greeley, CO—Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences

Helena Patricia Johnson Lusk, Omaha—Leadership 
Education

Chi Juan, New Taipei City, Taiwan, Province of China—Speech-
Language Pathology and Audiology

Caitlin Rose Kabes, Leigh—Child, Youth and Family Studies
Mercy Kipenda, Lusaka, Zambia—Natural Resource Sciences
Joshua Kocik, Lincoln—Natural Resource Sciences
Matthew S. Kopecky, Lincoln—Finance
Chloe Legel, Sioux Falls, SD—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology
Adam Eric Leise, Hartington—Agronomy
Mohan Li, Lincoln—Food Science and Technology
Jay Min Lim, Shah Alam, Malaysia—Mechanical 

Engineering and Applied Mechanics
Blake Wesley Logan, Lincoln—Natural Resource Sciences
Maryam Mahdieh, Omaha—Civil Engineering
Betty Makena, Lincoln—Natural Resource Sciences
Mbuso Khanyani Matfunjwa, Lincoln—Physics and 

Astronomy
Ramesh Kanna Mathivanan, Sivagangai, India—Agronomy
Kaleb Benjamin McQuillan, Lincoln—Electrical Engineering
Muhammad Aqmar Haziq Bin Md Yusoff, Seremban, 

Malaysia—Physics and Astronomy
Andrea Carolyn Mikuls, Omaha—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Tyler James Miller, Tilden—Agricultural and Biological 

Systems Engineering
James Henry Mizutani, Concord, CA—Civil Engineering
Sabyasachi Mohanty, Lincoln—Biochemistry
Sean Luke Murray Copeland Langlin, Lincoln—Mechanical 

Engineering and Applied Mechanics
Mohammad Nasr, Isfahan, Iran—Mechanical Engineering 

and Applied Mechanics
Sina Navaiyan Kalat, Lincoln—Electrical Engineering
Eric Christopher Nelson, York—Agricultural and Biological 

Systems Engineering
Christian Ross Nielsen, Lincoln—Natural Resource Sciences
Yhuliana Kattalina Nino Fuerte, Lincoln—Food Science and 

Technology
Mpho Ntwaetsile, Lobatse, Botswana—Animal Science
Manoj Reddy Oladri, Lincoln—Computer Science

Austin Taylor Olson, Lincoln—Physics and Astronomy
Samuel Olusesi Olumide, Ikorodu, Nigeria—Agricultural 

Economics
Andrew Stiven Ortiz Balsero, Lincoln—Agricultural and 

Biological Systems Engineering
Abraham Boluwatife Osinuga, Lincoln—Chemical 

Engineering
Kenaz Owusu, Omaha—Civil Engineering
Sourav Pal, Kolkata, India—Plant Pathology
Lauren Michelle Pauley, Overland Park, KS—Speech-

Language Pathology and Audiology
Aryany Leticia Peña Gomez, Lincoln—Food Science and 

Technology
Claire Mary Pfeiffer, Friend—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology
Thien Minh Pham, Lincoln—Mechanical Engineering and 

Applied Mechanics
Malith Lakshan Premarathna, Lincoln—Statistics
Sherly Shelton Ranathunga Ranasinghe Disanayakalage, 

Kegalla, Sri Lanka—Earth and Atmospheric Sciences
Jonathan Reed, San Antonio, TX—Finance
Madelyn Mae Reinarts, Jamestown, ND—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Olivia Lou Reiser, Gregory, SD—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology
Melissa Rice, Poughkeepsie, NY—Child, Youth and Family 

Studies
Tyler Wade Rice, Milaca, MN—Agronomy
Hannah Marie Robertson, Elsie—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Rebekah Anne Roh, Abie—Speech-Language Pathology and 

Audiology
Jamie Rojas, Miami, FL—Child, Youth and Family Studies
David Johnathan Sanchez, Nebraska City—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Cameron Linn Schlender, Amherst—Agronomy
Paul Schlorholtz, Roca—Finance
Alexis Schmidt, Geneva—Child, Youth and Family Studies
Garrett Johnathon Schwindt, Lincoln—Child, Youth and 

Family Studies
Cynthia Serrano-Ortega, Grand Island—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Amirpooya Shirazi, Tehran, Iran—Construction Engineering 

and Management
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Courtney Laura Sorensen, Lincoln—Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology

Mohamed Soumit, Lincoln—Child, Youth and Family Studies
Matthew Spieker, Omaha—Mechanical Engineering and 

Applied Mechanics
Nicholas Stamatis Stamos, Chesterfield, MO—Physics and 

Astronomy
Peyton Stevenson, Lincoln—Earth and Atmospheric 

Sciences
Claire Irene Streeter, Lincoln—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology
Anna Carolyn Suppes, Lincoln—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology
Bailey Rose Swan, Hills, MN—Speech-Language Pathology 

and Audiology
Megan Elizabeth Syring, Parkville, MO—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Binny Tamang, Kathmandu, Nepal—Chemistry
Jason Thompson, Long Beach, CA—Entomology
Jessi Leigh Urichich, Wilder, KY—Natural Resource Sciences
Gerald Henry Van Tassell, Lincoln—Agricultural Economics
Matthew Anthony Vernon, Wheaton, IL—Finance
Hannah Elizabeth Viets, Kansas City, MO—Agronomy
Paz Xochipilli Orlinda Vigil, Novato, CA—Entomology
Juan Diego Villegas, Lincoln—Food Science and Technology
Ruben D. Vinan-Velasco, Boca Raton, FL—Electrical 

Engineering
Gauthami Viswan, Alappuzha, India—Physics and 

Astronomy
Thiago Henrique Vitti, Jau, Brazil—Agronomy
Abigail Suzanne Vodicka, Walton—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Lauren Rae von Freiberg, Omaha—Speech-Language 

Pathology and Audiology
Vanessa Whitmore, Lincoln—Food Science and Technology
Benjamin Sen Son Yeo, Singapore, Singapore—Child, Youth 

and Family Studies
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Professional Degrees
College of Law
Presented by Dean Richard E. Moberly

JURIS DOCTOR
Audrey LeighAnn Wagoner, Omaha
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Baccalaureate Degrees
College of Agricultural Sciences 
& Natural Resources
Presented by Dean Tiffany H. Heng-Moss

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN HOSPITALITY, RESTAURANT  
& TOURISM MANAGEMENT
Emily Katherine Aden, Omaha
Lauren Patton, Fairbury

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN AGRIBUSINESS
Alyssa Marie Moser, Clearwater
Emily Christine Zimmer, Pleasanton

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
Elijah Norman Strom, Creighton

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN AGRICULTURAL LEADERSHIP, 
EDUCATION & COMMUNICATION
Logan Jacob Patras, La Vista
Ellie Susan Stohlmann, Ashland

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN AGRONOMY
Seth Michael Miller, Merna

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ANIMAL SCIENCE
Katelyn Ann Hoesche, Crete
Caileigh Jean Tripe, Edgar

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN APPLIED SCIENCE
Adam James Theer, Lawrence

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN FISHERIES & WILDLIFE
Samuel Noah Bates, Norfolk
Will Jirsak Beiermann, Omaha
Josephine Jean Ivy, Firth
Nicole Marie Klosterman, Lincoln
Madeline Melissa Koepke, Lincoln
Annaliese Mikayla Kohrell, Lincoln
Keelie Shea Kraft, Lincoln

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN INSECT SCIENCE
Kaitlyn Lee, Mansfield, TX

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN PGA GOLF MANAGEMENT
Connor Levi Jensen, Fremont

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN REGIONAL & COMMUNITY FORESTRY
Janssen Thee Nelson, Lincoln

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN VETERINARY SCIENCE 
Jordyn Bailey Schommer, O’Neill
	  (With Highest Distinction)
	  (University Honors Program)

College of Architecture
Presented by Dean Kevin G. Van Den 
Wymelenberg

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
Stella Marie Lepkowski, Papillion

Students honored as Chancellor’s Scholars have earned As on all of their graded 
work at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln and all other postsecondary institu-
tions attended by the student during their academic career. At least 42 hours must 
have been earned at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. 

Chancellor’s Scholars

KYLEE JUSTINE PREUSS
Child, Youth and Family Studies, 

Omaha
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College of Arts & Sciences
Presented by Dean Mark E. Button

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Brook Erin Ahlers, Emerson
	 (With Distinction)
Alex O. Aistrope, Kearney
Ahmed Husain Al Fazari, Lincoln
Makayla Opal Anderson, Grand Island
Oscar Arevalo Acosta, Lincoln
Brennan Thomas Biggerstaff, Lincoln
Hannah Marie Bitenieks, Lincoln
Olivia Rachelle Bruyette, Lincoln
Abigail Maureen Carstens, Lincoln
Elise Ellen Chaffin, Waverly
Emily Grace Crawford, Omaha
Andrew Paul Georgi, Elkhorn
Rylee Renee Gray, Elkhorn
Johnette Marie Hawke, Cambridge
Delaney Hoppes, Lincoln
Benjamen Hultgren, Lincoln
Jaiden Jerath, Papillion
William Lloyd Johnson, Lincoln
Michael Knowles, Omaha
Sandra Ofosuhemaa Leybold, Lincoln
Ethan Robert Francis Maline, Waterloo
Benjamin Leonard Melvin Moerer, 

Highlands Ranch, CO
Niles Antar Isaiah Paul, Omaha
Marek Claude Penney, Gretna
Eric C. Pham, La Vista
Yessenia Riveros-Villar, Omaha
Joey Javier Rodriguez, Grand Island
Megan Marie Rose, Omaha
Emily Grace Ross, Loves Park, IL
Tianhao Shi, Nanjing, China
Alyssa Janelle Simpson, Kingston, 

Jamaica
Lucy Elizabeth Stanhope, Warrington, 

United Kingdom
	 (With Distinction)

Amy Jean Swanson, Little Canada, MN
Katherine Rose Sydik, Valparaiso
Jeffrey Tyler Thomas, Fremont
Jimmy Huy Vuong, Lincoln
Jada Ann Woods, Hartington

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Ahmed Hamood Alsakiti, Ibri, Al 

Dahra, Oman
Brandon Omar Blair, Lincoln
Alexander J. Busch, Geneva, IL
Ryan James Eastman, Blair
Lauren Louise Eddy, Bradenton, FL
Ryan Dale Fleming, Omaha
Makena Nicole Foley, Omaha
	 (With Distinction)
Grant Jonathan Holst, Omaha
Avery Belle Johnson, Hayes Center
Tate Alexander Kiehn, Overland Park, 

KS
Mitchell James Lange, Seward
Cole Yamashita Lao, Omaha
Ivette Alejandra Lopez Quintana, Firth
Blake Stephen Peterson, Lincoln
Madisyn Elizabeth Reichert, Wilber
	 (With Distinction)
Brendon Dallas Scott, Norfolk
Aayush Dhawan Singh, Elkhorn
Kelly Ann Snyder, Woodbine, IA
Jessica M. Sorsen, Schuyler

College of Business
Presented by Dean Kathy A. Farrell

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Kyle John Armendariz, Omaha
Swsan Baapir, Lincoln
Ethan Josiah Blum, Minnetonka, MN
James Paul Boulay, Jr., Omaha

Brooke Elizabeth Bream, Phoenix. AZ
Kellie Noel Buschini, Bozeman, MN
Brandon James Carlson, Omaha
Kaylee DonJuan Mendoza, Crete
Jamison Robert Dresser, Omaha
Camdynn Rylie Ellis, Lincoln
Alexa Kate Fineran, Lincoln
Zachary John Flor, Elkhorn
Alec Davis Folsom, Omaha
Lincoln James Frank, Scottsbluff
Rylie Ann Hyda, Omaha
Rishik Kancharla, Hawthorn Woods, IL
Dana Patricia Kratke, Ponca
Benjamin Paul Kruszka, Omaha
Raphaëlle Lacasse, Pierrefonds, Canada
Jack Christopher Larson, Lincoln
Jacob James Lessig, Littleton, CO
Xinxin Liu, Shenzhe Guangdong, China
Hunter David Lucas, Germantown Hills, 

IL
Jack David Lyon, Lincoln
	 (With Distinction)
Juan Carlos McAuliffe, Lincoln
Connor James McGarvey, San Diego, CA
Peyton Marshall Meier, Lincoln
Keegan Michael Menning, Fremont
Bryson Andrew Mohr, Norfolk
Logan Jon Nitz, Norfolk
Grace Mairin Olsen, Omaha
Malaika Genevieve Elizabeth Opiyo, 

Omaha
Sean Henry Pate, Downers Grove, IL
Jacob Joseph Philbin, Omaha
Nicholas Vincent Prondzinski, 

Brookfield, WI
Jazmine Isabel Quijas, Omaha
Jacob Matthew Reiling, Omaha
Samuel James Reiling, Omaha
John William Rizzo, Houston, TX
Ethan Hall Rommes, Minnetonka, MN
Hollynn Michele Schleich, Austin, TX
Maxwell Paul Smith, Lincoln
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Samuel Lee Smith, Parker, CO
Kamryn Lee Stoppkotte, Chapman
Maxwell Joseph Tegels, Gretna
Colton A. Tompkins, Syracuse
Tiana Truong, Lincoln
Caeden Brian Webster, Gretna
Brenna Noel Werner, Gretna

College of Education  
& Human Sciences
Presented by Interim Dean Nicholas J. 
Pace

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN HOSPITALITY, RESTAURANT  
& TOURISM MANAGEMENT
Jayci Nicole Roh, Ashland

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN EDUCATION & HUMAN SCIENCES
Clay Bradford, Humble, TX
Caroline Ellis Friesen, Lincoln
Grace Marie Gutzmer, Hickman
Sheradyn Bailey Johnson, Lincoln
	 (With Distinction)
Braden Scott Klover, Blue Springs
Jordyn Lynn Kohtz, Kearney
Charles A. Look, Omaha
Merdie Mukonkole Mandungu, Lincoln
Robert Edward Lee McGowens III, 

Pelzer, SC
Vanessa Marie Molina, Lincoln
Natalie Katherine Noesen, Collierville, 

TN
	 (With Distinction)
Nyakim Pal, Lincoln
Kali Colette Paulson, Lincoln
Kylee Justine Preuss, Omaha
	  (Chancellor’s Scholar)
	  (With Highest Distinction)
Rans Sanders, Grand Island

Raylyn Mary Soper, Lincoln
Tayler Nadyne Trotta, North Platte
Gabriel Eliseo Vicharra, Lincoln

College of Engineering
Presented by Dean Lance C. Peréz

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS ENGINEERING
Isaac Raymond Haeffner, Lincoln
Madisyn Elizabeth Reichert, Wilber
	 (With High Distinction)

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Neil Vegelis Avery, La Jolla, CA
Luke George Long, Lincoln
Clara Jewel Perez, Omaha

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING
Jack Nelson Sather, Blair

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
Richard Evans, Omaha

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Austin Jay Bubak, Lincoln
	 (With High Distinction)
Jacob Earl Landegren, Lincoln
Phaniso Mountith Shaba, Lincoln
Jacob M. Stewart, Omaha

Omaha Program
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING
Nathan Lee Krusemark, Omaha
	 (With Distinction)

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
Tristen Robert Bailey, Elkhorn
Magdelina Marie Laham, Omaha
Joseph David Roecker, Elkhorn

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Mary Elaine Bragg, Omaha

Hixson-Lied College of Fine  
& Performing Arts
Presented by Dean Andrew Belser

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Matthew James Bean, Bellevue
Laura Elizabeth Lienemann, Omaha
	 (With High Distinction)
Iain Payton Thomas, Rapid City, SD

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Julia Anne Homan, Omaha
Frances Rodriguez Caraballo, Lincoln
Dylan Scott Stanek, Elkhorn

College of Journalism  
& Mass Communications
Presented by Dean Shari R. Veil

BACHELOR OF JOURNALISM
Jackson Russell Kidd Atwell, Omaha
Carter Pepin Bautch, Omaha
Natalie Catherine Bender, Lincoln
Ethan Christopher Burger, Brookhaven, 

GA
Henry H. Crocker, Elkhorn
Sonja Lococo Duval, Lincoln
Caliyah Alexus Forte’, Omaha



26

Catherine Fitzgerald Hinz, Rochester, 
MN

Nia Samantha Johnson, Omaha
Elaina Espinosa Jokerst, Kansas City, 

MO
Kaitlin Joy Kadavy, Lincoln
Brandon Eugene McMiller, Omaha
Jonathan James Melau, Belton, MO
Teghan Noel Metcalf, Lincoln
Emily Guadalupe Ortiz-Cantu, Omaha
Ashley Jacqueline Parra Valencia, 

Grand Island
Theodore John Prochazka, Elkhorn
Angelina Rae Schutz, Lincoln
LaDaysia Yolanda Smith, Lincoln
	 (With Distinction)
	  (University Honors Program)
Noah Hunter Tassello, Papillion
Anna Marie Weeks, Omaha
Nic Wiedenhorn, Boeblingen, Germany
Maya Elizabeth Yzaguirre Marostica, 

Sherman Oaks, CA

College of Public Affairs  
& Community Service
Presented by Dean Gaylene S. Armstrong

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN CRIMINOLOGY 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Marissa Lynn Hennings, Lincoln
Kimberly Rose Johnson, Lincoln
Lydia Joanna Kettler, Woodbury, MN
John Joseph McNally II, Glen Ellyn, IL
Hiep Thanh Ong, Lincoln
Zoe Anne Sullivan, Bennington
Madison Carlisle Tomich, Omaha
Lexie Arlene Williams, Pearland, TX
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	 The caps and gowns worn during 
formal academic occasions in 
American colleges today are the direct 
descendants of the everyday costumes 
worn in the universities of Medieval 
England. Because of the tremendous 
growth of American colleges and the 
confusion which would result if each 
were to adopt a distinctive costume, 
the Intercollegiate Bureau of Academic 
Costume was organized. The Bureau 
has established a uniform code which 
over 700 institutions have adopted.
	 There are three types of gowns and 
three types of hoods for bachelors, 
masters, and doctors, respectively. 
The bachelors gown has a long pointed 
sleeve; the masters gown has a long 
closed sleeve, square at the end 
with an arc of a circle just above the 
bottom. The sleeve extends well below 
the knee, the arm coming through a 
slit near the elbow.  The doctors gown 
has a voluminous bell-shaped sleeve 
with three velvet bars. The colors of 
the bars are usually the colors of the 
faculty that granted the degree, but 
may be black.
	 The hood is the most important and 
distinctive feature of the code. The 
hoods for all degrees are lined with 
silk in the official academic color or 
colors of the institution conferring the 
degree and have an edging or trim of 
velvet. The color of the velvet edging 
indicates  the course or faculty to 
which the degree pertains. The lining 
is exposed when the hood is worn.  
For example, a doctor of philosophy 
of the University of Nebraska will 
wear a hood whose lining is scarlet 
above the cream-white indicating 
Nebraska, trimmed with blue velvet 
for philosophy. The bachelors hood 

is rather short with narrow velvet 
edging. It is not worn by candidates 
for the bachelors degree but only by 
those upon whom this degree has been 
previously conferred. The masters 
hood is considerably longer, has a 
wider velvet edging, and exposes more 
of the lining. The doctors hood has 
wide panels at the side and is easily 
recognized since, of the three types of 
hoods, it has the widest velvet edging, 
greatest length, and fullest exposure 
of the lining.
	 The black mortar board cap with 
tassel is worn with each type of gown. 
Those holding a doctors degree are 
privileged to wear a gold tassel. Masters 
and bachelors wear tassels that are 
either black or the color appropriate 
to the course in which they are being 
graduated.
	 The Board of Regents, the President, 
and the Chancellor wear robes 
with velvet front panels and sleeve 
bars denoting their office.  The 
Commencement Marshals wear scarlet 
robes with black velvet front panels and 
sleeve bars.
	 Hood colors observed at this 
commencement, which symbolize 
various areas of study, are as follows:

Masters Degrees
Agriculture – maize
Architecture – lilac
Arts – white
Business – drab
Education – light blue
Engineering – orange
Fine Arts – brown
Human Sciences – maroon
Journalism (arts) – white
Journalism (science) – yellow

Law – purple
Music – pink
Public Accounting – drab
Science – golden yellow

Doctorate Degrees
Audiology – olive green
Education – light blue
Law – purple
Music – pink
Philosophy – blue
Plant Health – maize

Tassel Colors
Undergraduate – black
Masters – same color as hood
Doctorate – gold

DEGREES WITH DISTINCTION
	 Selection for degrees with 
distinction, high distinction, and 
highest distinction is made by the 
college awarding the degree. Each 
college establishes its requirement 
for this honor. Students graduating 
with honors are presented a keepsake 
medallion. A medallion with a red 
ribbon denotes graduation with 
distinction, one with a white ribbon 
denotes high distinction, and one with 
a combination red and white ribbon 
denotes highest distinction.
	 Chancellor's Scholars have earned 
As on all of their graded work at the 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln and all 
other postsecondary institutions. They 
wear a Chancellor’s Scholar pin on their 
ribbon.
	 Graduates of the University Honors 
Program have fulfilled specific 
requirements. Honors Program 
graduates wear a red and white 
epaulette in recognition of their 
achievement.

Academic Attire
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